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our Ministers. Look at the position of the
leader of the Houwse. Some time ago we
had him taking an affectionate farewell of
the Council throvgh the ¢olumns of the
Press hecanse he was going to assume a
position of authority in another Chamber.
If it had not been for a fear of the electors,
that change would have been made. Now
wa are asked to wipe out that safeguard.
T am not prepared to suppert such a pro-
posal.  Regarding the amendment to give
women the privilege of becoming candi-
dates for Parliament, T was in the mem-
bers’ gallery of the New Zealand Parlia-
ment  when -the first franchise Bill* for
women was put through, and I had an
opportunity to discuss it with many people
who voted for this great innovation, in-
clading the Hon, W, P. Reeves; and I could
never see from that day to this how any-
ong, having conceded the franchise to
women, eowld possibly or logically deny
their right to stand as candidates for the
Chamber. We see how admirably the Eritish
Constitution has worked in the Mother
land.
the women the franechise,- it almost went
without saying that they had permission
to become candidates for the House, and I
helieve there are some women sitting in
the House of Commons now. I have fin-
ished my remarks on the Bill. T wonld put
in one plen to the Government to ignore
the Biil altogether. We shall pass the
second reading no doubt, and there will be
a long discussion in Committee, We look
to the Government to make some attempt
to deal with our internal finances,. We
know perfectly well that, without dealing
with a big constitutional affair with the
Federal Government we cannot handle ounr
State finances satisfactorily. There are
two big jssues before the public, and it is
very mueh to be vegretted that we are ab-
solutely deprived of the services of the
leader of the House becaunse he is a mem-
ber of the present (overnment. Whether
it will be possible to amend the Bill to
provide for elective ministries, T do not
know, but 1 am very well satisfied that as
things are going in this conntry, and re-
membering  the refusal of the one big
party which uwsed to be calle? the Liberal
party, and which T helieve is now ealled
the National party, the absolute refusal of
that party T say to be guided by any prin-
eiple at all, we should taoke refuge in the
direet responsibility of an elective minis-
try. Let us elect the lsader of the Honse
responsible to no one else but the Honse,
alzolutely resardless of colleagues outside
and of Cabinet, responsible only to us;
and then let vs have the benefit from him
of his wide knowledge and experience of
affairs and his cxtraerdinary ability to make
the worse appear the better eause.

On motion by Hon.

adjonrned.

J. J, Holmes debate

Hange adjourned at 1054 pom.

After that gigantie change of giving *
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QUESTION—PASTORAL LEASES,
RESUMPTION,
Mr. MALEY asked the Premier: 1,

Does any Act give power to resume pastoral
leasehold outside the South-West division
for uses of a similar nature? 2, Does he in-
tend to make any provision to satisfy the
demands of the Returned Scldiers’ Associa-
tion branch at Geraldton for eloser pastoral
settlement in the Murchison distriet? 3,
Will he consider the question of acquiring
the leaseholds of the late Francis Pearse,
who is supposcd to have died intestate, as a
beginning of some definite scheme in this
direction?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2 and
3, The matter is receiving consideration.

QUESTION—ARBITRATION COURT
AGENT.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN asked the Premier: 1,
What public departments have retained Mr.
Aleock during the past two years as agent
or advocate before the Arbitration Courtd
2, What amount has been paid to Mr. Al
cock during that period?

The PREMIER rephed 1 and 2, The in-
formation required is being obtained from
departments and will be supplied at a Tater
date.

Mr. O'Loghlen: To-morrow?

The PREMIER: If possible.

QUESTION—ATFPLES, EXPORT.

Mr, PICKERTNG asked the Premier: 1,
In view of the small price reccived by fruit
growers for apples exported to Fngland
during last season, consequent upon the
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fixing of prices by the British Govern-
ment, excessive freights, and other costs,
will he communicate with the Agent Gen-
eral with a view to obtaining an open mar-
ket for the fruit growers, sceing that the
price to the consumer. reached as high as
£4 10s, per case, thus evading the inten-
tion of thg British Government? 2, Will
he take steps to secure sufficient space for
the coming harvest, which is estimated to
exceed one million cases?

The PREMIER replied: 1, This has been
done and the Agent General has undertaken
to follow the matter up. 2, The Prime Min-
ister has been written to, and the matter is
receiving further attentioa.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL FOR LNSANE,
' INQUIRY.

Mr. JONES asked the Colonial Seecre-
tary: Is he aware that it has been stated
that a system of petty persecution and
false accusation is at present in  vogue
against those attendants who gave evidenece
before the Select Committec on the Clare-
mont Hoapital for the Insane?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
No.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1919-20,

Message from the Governor received
transmitting the Loan Estimates for the
year 1919-20 and recommending appropria-
tion.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Stubbs, leave of absence
for two weeks granted to My, Thomson
(Katanning) on the ground of ill-health.

MOTION—PASTORAL LEASES AND
CLOSER SETTLEMENT.

Mr. TROY (Mt [4-4}: I
move—

That, in the opinion of this House, in
order to inerease the population and pro-
ductivity of the State, the time has arrived
for the resumption of all pastoral leases
within a radius of 50 miles of existing
railways and of seaport towms, for the
purpose of closer settlement.

My purpose in moving this motion is to im-
rress upon the House and upon the country
what in my opinion is g practieal form of
land settlement, and a scheme of lanil settle-
ment which has more attractive possibilitics
and more chances of suceess than any pro-
position yet submitted to this House. The
area. desired to be resumed is more particu-
larly the pastoral leases adicining the Mur-
chison railways, stretching from Pindar, near
Mullewa, to Meekatharra and Sandstone, a
distance of from 255 to 300 miles, and also
the areas adjacent to ports such as Carnar-
von. According to a return laid on the
Table yesterday, at the instance of the mem-
ber for Geraldton (Mr. Willecock), the total

Maguet)
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ares eomprizes 22 million aeres, of which
21,300,000 aeres is held under pastoral lease,
This large, fertile, and well watered area—
and in saying ‘‘well watered’’ I mean that
nature has provided an ample water supply
at a shallow depth—is to-day held in the
form of from 70 to 80 stations, of an average
of from 260,000 to 300,000 aeres. I do not,
of course, assert that each of the stations
comprises from 260,000 to 300,000 acres.
Some of the stations are less than that, but
some contain over one million acres. I have
struck the average of the 70 or 80 proprictors
at from 260,000 to 300,000 acres. The im-
provements cffected on these stations are
valued at approximately £499,500, and the
areas which are stocked carry 755,000 sheep,
25,000 cattle, and 3,500 horses. All the coun-
try is by no means fully stocked, or even im-
proved for stocking, although [ admit that
during the last 10 years a very marked ad-
vance in that connection has taken place.
Btill, a number of areas are held without im-
provement, because the Land Act, as it stands
to-day, provides that within the same division
a squatter may hold an area entirely unim-
proved for any length of time provided an-
other area he holds there is oceupied and

_earries stock, As a result, some very choice

stretches of country, to my own knowledue,
within a proximity of 10 or 20 miles of the
raflways in the Murchison district, are held
under conditions of that nature, not one
pennyworth of improvemenis Dbaving Dbeen
effected, while the people who particularly
want the land caunot avail thewmselves of it.
The Premier: Is the land not stockcd?
Mr. TROY: Not stocked, and wot im-
proved. Yesterday [ tock an applicant into
the office of the assistant Under Seerctary
for Lands, and he pointed to one large area,
held by a gentleman who recently died, which

- has been leased for n number of years, and

i3 a very choice bit of property. The appli-
cant spoke with knowledge, becanse before
going to the war he had held an adjeining
area. He is preparcd to swear that no im-
provement whatever has taken place upon
the large area in question. That land is being
held from settlement because the holder
has had aun improved area within the same
division. The Murchison railways run right
through all this ecountry, providing easy
means of communication with the coastal dis-
tricts and the metropolitan and other mar-
kets. The railway revenne is largely aug-
mented by the carriage of stock. Last yeoar
on a station between Meekatharra and Mul-
lowa, the railways handled no less than
240,000 sheep and 11,000 head of -cattle,
which is cvidence of the extent of the stock
traffiec on the Murchison railways. Tn the
opinion of the Murchison people, an ofinion
gained ns the result of 30 years’ experience,
the time has come when these pastoral areas
should be resnmed and should be cut into
mueh smaller acreages. Already there are in
the Murchison a number of people making
a very comfortable livelihood, earning in-
comes during the last few years of from £600
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to £1,000 per annum, from areas approxi-
mately 30,000 acres. I do not wish to infer
that 20,000 or 30,000 acres is by any
means suflicient throughout the whole of
these pastoral areas for the mainten-
ance of o osettler and his family,
1 want to see the land classified. I am satis-
fied that in some areas 30,000 to 40,000
acres is sufficient. In other areas the acre-
age requires to be larger because the coun-
try is not so fertile or so well watered. I
am of opinion, from observations made duor-
ing my long expericnce and residence in that
part of the State, that this country, if eut
into 40,000 acre blocks, instead of carrying
70 to 80 families would earry 500 to 600
families; and I am convinced that these
families would not be struggling as are set-
tlers in the agrienltural areas at the present
time, but would be able to carry 2,000 or
3,000 sheep and a few head of horses and
cattle apd would be able to make com-
fortable- livclihoods. I amn satisfied that
with 3,000 sheep they could make up to
£1,000 a year, Let members observe the
returns which have been received for wool
during the last few years.

The Attorney General:
continue.

Mr., TROY: [Perbaps not, but taking ex-
isting eircumstances, 1,000 sheep and their
progeny will return from £300 to £600 worth
of wool. I know it. My personal knowledge
this year is that 600 sheep with 200 lamba
returned £250 worth of wool, and it must he
remembered that lamhbs do not eut very much
wool and that it is worth only 6d. or Bd.
a lb. Then we have to consider the value of
the increase, especially as the railways are
so convenient and the stock can be loaded
one day and landed in the Perth markets
on the following day or put into the freez-
ing works as required. TIf my suggestion
were adopted, the carrying eapacity of these
leases would be inereased; and as it follows
\that the smaller we make the areas the

eater will be the improvements, the
greater also will be the attention given to
flocks and herds and a mueh larger com-
munity will be earried, a eommunity which
will be exceedingly prosperous. The efforts
of such a community would result in a very
large inerease of railway traffie leading to
greutly increased railway earnings and the
development of the State wounld proceed on
sound and legitimate lines, When these areas
are settled, development will extend still
further afield. because 50 miles is no dis-
tance in which to travel stock or to carry
the product of stock to the railways, Thus,
when these areas are settled, the develop-
ment of the State will proceed apace con-
gequent on the experience gained from the
settlement of the areas to which T am now
referring.  Prior to the Land Aet of 1817
coming into operation, these leases would
have expired in 1928; that s, nine years
hence these pastoral leases. would have re-
verted to the Crown. They are Crown lands
gtill, but in 1928 by effluxion of time they
would have been returned to the Crown with
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their improvements upon them. In 1917, how-
ever, whilst the people of this country were
engrossed with the anxieties and conditions
consequent upon the war, the Government in-
troduced a Bill—11 years before the Bill
was necessary—in order to extend the time
of the occupation of these squatters until
1948. The people who looked forward in
expectation to the resumption of the leases
have become very ineensed since they have
understood the purpose of the Government’s
action on that cceasion. I have strongly ob-
jeeted to the Government continuing the
leases under the existing arrangements to the
present holders. I have not objected to the
squatter having his share under any new
system of setflement, but I claim he is en-
titled to the same share as anyone else, but
no more. People who understand the eca-
paeity of this country are greatly incensed
betause of the action of the Government on
that occasion,

Tho Premier: The squatters have had
some pretty rotten times up there.

Mr. TROY: We in the agricultnral dis-
triects have had some pretty rotten times,
too. :

- The Premier: I know that,
so every time you speak,

Mr, TROY: And I am going to tell the
Premier again. .

The Premier: Yes, but up in the North
they have had rotten times.

Mr. TROY: 1 know it and so have the
pastoralists in New South Wales. I admit
all that, but thongh they have had a rotten
time there are men with 30,000 acres who,
beginoning operations in the rotten times,
have made incomes up to £700 a year. Some
of these men have not confined themselves
to the operations of their leaseholds but
have given attention to mining and pros-
pecting, because the leases they hold are
small and do not require much management.
In my opinion, the action of the Govern-
ment in continuing the leases was most dis-
creditable; by it they robbed the people of
their heritage. It is not in the interesta of
the country that any body of men, no mat-
ter how deserving they may be—and I do
not say the squatters are undeserving—
should for all time hold the land and
that posterity should be shuf out. That
is  what the Government did in 1917
when they posed as patriots; they filched
from the people their heritage and the
heritage of posterity. T admit that Seetion
4 of the Land Act Amendment Aect, 19086,
gives power to resume these areas, but it is
very doubtful indeed whether these areas
can be legally resumed for pastoral pur-
poses. Section 4 reads—

The Governor may, from time to time,
resume, enter upon, and dispose of the
whole or any part of the land comnprised
in any pastoral lease, for agrienltural
or horticultural settlement, or for mining
or any other purpose as in the public in-
terest he may think fit: But the pro-
visions of section oner hundred and nine
and one hundred and forty-six of the prin-

You tell us
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cipal Aect ghall apply, so far as the same

are applicable, to resumptions under this

section.
Under these sectioms, the lessees are entitled
to full compensation for improvements.

The Premier: That is all right. If you
resume the leases yon bave to pay for the
improvements.

Mr. TROY: That provides that the Gov-
ernment may resume leases for agricultural
or horticultural purposes or for other pur-
poses, but it ia very doubtful whether they
can be resumed for further use as pastoral
leases.

Mr. Maley: In the South-West division
only.

I\{r. TROY: The Governmeni at present
are engaged in an action taken by Connor,
Doherty & Durack, at Wyndham, beeansa
they resumed such land for pastoral purposes.
Provision was made for payment for the im-
provements, but an saction has been brought
for compensation for loss and damage sus-
tained. That aetion is still pending.

Hon. P. Collier: No, they won the action.

The Attomey General: No, it is subject
to appeal.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, but they won on the
first hearing. .

Mr. TROY: This shows that under the
Act it is very doubtful whether those areas
can be resumed. When the Discharged Sol-
diers’ Settlement Bill was before another
place Mr, Hickey moved an amendment to
previde that the conditions applicable to the
purchase of agrieultural lands for the par-
pose of soldier settlers should apply to pas-
toral lands. Under the Discharged Soldiers’
Settlement Act the Government ean enjer
upon any agrieultural land and resume it,
fixing the valuation, and all Mr. Hickey de-
sired by his amendment which was carried
in another place was that the same condi-
tions should apply te the pastoral areas.
When the amendmeni came down to this
House, carried as it was on the casting
vote of the Chairman in another place, it
met with a very different reception.
Opposition was organised in this House and
the late Attorney General (Mr. Robinson)
moved an ameundment.

Hon. P. Collier: Hands off the pastoral-
ists!

Mr. TROY: The amendment provided that
if these pastoral leases were resumed for
grazing or pastoral purposes, the pastoral les-
ace should be entitled to compensation for
loss or damage sustained thereby.  This is
a very different matter from merely paying
eompensation, The leaschglders would be en-
titled not only to compensation, but to loss
and damage eustained in consequence of the
resumption.

Mr. Maley: But there is no power to re-
sume under the Aect.

Mr. TROY: If the leases could be resumed
under the Act, the pastoral lessee is entitled
to compensation and to elaim for loss and
damage. He could claim for loss for having
been deprived of his livelihood, in that the
Land Aet Amendment Act of 1917 gave him
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the right of his lease until 1948, and he
could also claim damages for having heen
deprived of possible profits during the whole-
of that term, I warne] the members of the
Country party and other members on that
side of the House when they supported the-
Minister that they were doing a very great
injury to the State. The position to-day is-
that nnder the Land Act it is possible in the
the South-West Division to resnme leases for
the ordinary settler on paying compensation,
but if leases are to be resumed for the sol-
dier settler, not only has compensation to he
paid, but loss and damage as well.

Mr. Maley: There is no power to resime.

Mr. TROY: I do not know whether there:
is or is mot power. The patriotic Govern-
ment have imposcd gonditions on the soldier
settler which are not imposed upon tha ordin-
ary settler. The ordinary setiler may obtain
resumed land by paying for the improve-
ments and compensation, but the soldier must
pay in addition for the loss and damage:
sustained. That is an extraordinary posi-
tion, but it was designed by the Govern-
ment to safeguard the interesta of their par-
ticular friends, the pastoralists. It is re-
markable what influence the pastoralists.
wield not only in this House, but in this
State. In this Parliament there are no re-
presentatives of the pastoralists, but a bedy
of men who pretend to represent the hest
interests of the country and who pose as the
highest patriots, agree to an amendment
which imposes on the soldier settler much
worse conditions than have te be compliad
with by any ordinary settler,

The Premier: When was
passed § .

Mr. TROY: Last year, in 1918, The Dis-
charged Soldiers Settlement Bill was intro-
duced last year and assented to in January
last. It provides that the power of resump-
tion conferred on the Government by Section /
4 of the amending Act of 1906 may be ex-
ercised to enable the land so resumed to ke
disposed of to discharged soldiers for agri-
cultural, grazing or pastoral purposes,
whereupon the pastoral lessee shall be’ en-
titled to compensation for loss or damage
sustained thereby. I warned the other House
at the time what we were doing, and moved
an amendment to give the pastoralists full
compensation for all improvements and 10
per cent, of the value of the impfovements
for disturbance. The Attorney General of
that day would not however agree, and the
present Attorney General was one of the
wost active members in apposition to it, My
proposal was just to these men and to the
State as well as to the returned goldier
or any other seitler, The Government now
imposes upon the returned aoldier gettler
more harsh conditions than are imposed on
any other settler in the country. Parliament
must at the first opportunity unde the great
wrong that has been dome, not anly to the
soldier settler but to other intending settlers.
T am not appealing particularly for the sol-
dier settler but am including any other set-

that Aect

.
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tler who desires to cbtain a livelihood from
‘the lands of this State.

The Attorney General: You think the pres-
ent holders have ne rights at all
. Mr. TROY: I am not out to do any
injury to the preseat holders of land, Many
-of the present holders are personal friends
of mine and I should be sorry to do them
an injury. My friendship for some of them

Wwould, if 1 did not consider the best
interests of the State, induce me fto
withhold my hand in this matter. I admit

that many of them have horne the heat and
burden of the day, They have gone out info
the areas and developed them and proved
their capabilities, but the time has come
when in the interests of the State and after
compensating them for the improvements
they have made, and for the trials they have
borne, we have to throw opon the areas to
a larger number of settlors who can give
greater service to this country than the pre-
sent holders. Tf it is wrong to resume these
pastoral areas, was it not equally wrong to
resume the agrienltural aveas? I have a
lively recollection of a speech delivered by Mr.
William Burges at the Bowes Station after
that area was resumed by the Government.
It wasg on the oceasion of a visit by Governor
‘Strickland. At the banquet Mr. Burges
‘took the opportunity of rebuking me becavse
I had urged that this particolar area would
be of greater advantage to the State if it
were cut up into agricultural areas. He
said, ‘*We came out here in the old days;
my father fought the blacks, and bore the
heat and burden of the day; we ought to
bz entitled to what we have.’’ T said, ‘‘That
is all very well, but if that sort of thing
held good for all time we would as a State
make very little progress and do very little
developmert,’’ The older settlers got their
dand in large areas at low prices and easy
é’konditions and they think their heirs and
#hiecessors are entitled fo hold it for all time,
and shut out the rest of the community.
How can the State be developed or prosper
under such a policy? My opinion is best ex-
pre\'sised in the worda of the American poet
Loweall—

New oceasions teach new duties; pre-

sent- evil makes ancient good uncouth.

It was o good thing in the old times to give
large argas of cheap land to the original
gettlers in order that they might take up the
country ahd improve it. What was a good
thing in the old days became an evil as the
country developed and a larger number of
people desired to make better use of the land,
The same thing holds good with the pastoral,
ag well ag with the agricultural areas. New
octasions have arisem and mew oecasions
teach new duties, If we are going to assist
in the development of this counfry we have
to see that the land which in the old days
was capahble of maintaining one person angd
iz mow capable of maining ten, 13 put to the
best possible use.

The Attorney General: If you do that, do
vou not think you ought to pay the man
from whom you take it?

—
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Mr. TROY: I am prepared to give these
people tull compensation for all their im-
provements as well as to give them 10 per
cent. for disturbanece. :

The Attoruey General: Do you think that-
is o sufficient compensation®

Mr, TROY: That is the compensation
allowed in New Zealand in the case of the
repurchase of large estates, The improve-
ments are paid for and compensation is
given for disturbance. I have no objection
to that. The present holders of large areas
have the opportunity of holding a smaller
area and wo do not shut them out from that
alternative, We say to them ‘*We will eom-
pensate you for your improvements and we
will allow you to hold smaller areas.’”” T
kave ne objection to this choiee being given
to them provided the land is put to a legiti-
mate use and. the State is developed. My
objeet is to see that all that couniry lying
close to oor existing railways is made to
carry all the population that it can carry.
That i3 the only sound way of developing the
State. What I have said in regard to the Muxr-
chison distriet applies equally to the Gascoyne
distriet. 1 saw the Gascoyne River country
some time ago and was greatly impressed by
its possibilities. I know of no better pas-
toral country in this State and I know of no
country where the goll is so good and the
water sapply from the river so abundant as
ig the case with the Gasecoyne, The member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) has frequently
urged in this House that soldier settlers
should be sent up there and amall areas re-
sumed for irrigation purposes, Tor my part
I have urged that these large stations,” which
run almost into the town of Carnarvon,
ghould be eut up into areas of 20,000 acres
and soldier setilers placed upon them with
1,000 shegp to start with. This number of
sheep would give every settler something
from which to gain a livelihood and he could
then determine what his land was capable
off from the irrigation standpoint. If the
settlers depends entirely on irrigation he will
go hehind year aficr year, just as wheat
farmers do when *bey arc not in the position
tn carry stock, When the settler has gained
some experience of his Innd, baving 1,000
sheep with which he can maintain his family,
he can then plant his gardens and undertake
irrigation experiménts. This alone will be
the manner in which he will suceeed on these
areas. It is the only sound expedient for
any settler in the Gascoyne district. With
a bountiful water supply and so0il of execel-
lent gquality available, the soldier settler
should be able to make good provided he has
a sufficiently large area to enable him to carry
1,000 sheep from the very beginming. The
soldier settler on pastoral areas will thus
have a greater possibility of suecess, and this
represents o far more practical endeavour to
settle our lands than dny other scheme of
land settlement that has been put forward.
Let us compare the eonditions existing in the
pastoral areas and the agricultural areas.
The settler who takes up 1,000 acres of land
in an agrieultnral area must first clear it
before he can grow wheat on it or subse-
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quently grow grass upon it. In 99 cases out
of 100 in this country the water the agri-
culturist secures by sinking is salt. He has
to spend a large sum of momey in sinking
dams and in providing an ample water
supply. The grass follows in the train
of the ecultivation of the soil and the
ringbarking of the trees. The agricul-
toral scttler has to wait three or Four years
before he gets sufficient grass with which to
feed hiy stoek, Then in order to grow wheat
he has to invest in nearly £1,000 worth of
machinery, He must have a much larger
plant than his fellow settler in the pastoral
area. When he does clear his country it car-
ries very few more sheep per acre for a
number of years than the pastoralist can
carry on his acreage. T discussed thiz matter
some time ago with a gentleman employed
by Elder, Shenton & Co. I pointed to a piece
of agrieultural country which had been
worked for gix years and I said, ‘“Do you
think that couniry even now has the ecarry-
ing capacity of the Murchison eountry,”’
and I was answered in the negative. The
setiler in the agricultural area has no water
exeept that which is impounded in his dams
from the rains. In the pastoral areas the
settler on a 35,000 acre block requires omly
a homestead and a amall plant, including a
shearing shed. Water ig secured at shallow
depth at a small cost comparatively, A few
horses and saddles complete the outfit and
the pastoralist has all the plant that he re-
quires.

The Attorney General: What about the
price of wire for fencing?

Mr. TROY: I have not mentioned the
price of wire with regard to the agrieul-
turist. T was merely talking about the plant.
The agriculturist has to pay for his wire as
well as the squatter. Whereas he has also to
buy & lot of expensive machinery and other
things, the pastoralist requires only a very
little in the way of plant as I have shown.

Mr. Pickering: What about windmilla¥

Mr. TROY: The chief expenditure of the
pastoralist comes about at shearing time and
that is not a very great expenditure after all.
When he has got through his shearing for
the year he is finished, The agriculturist,
however, has to buy machinery, manure and
bags and nomerous other things. His ex-
penditure never ceases.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He ia always in trouble.

Mr. TROY: Yos, and he is always work-
ing. Tn case of had seasons the agricul-
turist is really worse off than the pastoralist
in most eases beeause he has to sacrifice the
few sheep he possesses as his area of coun-
try is not sufficient to enable him to carry
them. If a man gets one bad season im the
agricultural areas he cannot earry any stoek
unless he has made ample provision for fod-
der supplics which very few can afford to do.
In the Murchison there has been no rain to
speal of for going on for {wo years and yet
the pastoralists are carrying on because they
have available a large quantity of top feed.
There is mo top feed in the agricultural
conntry with which to feed stock. My opin-
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ion, and I contend that I am in a position to
make a eomparison with a knowledge of the
faets, is that a squatter running 2,000 to
3,000 sheep in the Murchison is in a far bet-
ter position than a man engaged in the agri-
cultural industry in the South-West, For
my part I would change positions with him
any day, because I know the possibilities of
the country and the prospects ahead of the
settler. Men in the agricultural distriets are
confronted with the possibility of losing their
crops by drought, fire, pests, bail, and storm,
whereas the pastoralist stands in a far bet
ter position. He is not affected by storme
or raing, and his wool is growing all the
time, and if a drought comes he ig still able
to econtinue without dQisaster providing he
does not overstock.

Hon. P. Collier: You almost persuade me
to become a pastoralist, !

Mr, TROY: As I say, I would change
my oecupation with the pastoralist any day.

The Attorney General: You are forget
ting that your pastoralist has to keep large
area in reserve for the stock.

Mr. TROY: T grant that, but I know the
country well, and it is capable of carrying
the stoek.

The Attorney General: It does not matter
what you earry; the fact remains that the
pastoralist has to provide for changing the
sheep on to other property.

Mr. TROY: The farmer has to do muech
the same thing, but the pastoralist is in a
far better position; he has the top feed.

The Premier: You never knew of sheep
dying on a farm from drought.

Mr, TROY: I do mnot know about that,
but I do know that my neighbour bad to
sell his sheep at a sacrifice because he had
not got sufficient water for them, and could
not afford to pay for supplies, In the
Murchison there is an abundanee of water
and with the top feed the pastoraliet edy
last Jov 18 months. Tt is true that I hove
not, as an hon. member interjected, taken
part in the pasteral industry, but that is my
misfortune. I should have dome so and I
wonld do so now if T could. I would/ net
engage in farming, in view of my experiences
if I coull empage in tae pastoral indastry
T tried fo induce sev:a! ¢f my friends v
the pastoral areas to ~ame down soyth. Sorac
Jid so, and comwarad the expenditure and

¢ operations in thi- apgriecnltural industry

with the pastoral industry aond rwere satis
fied, saying, as one man put it, ‘ ‘This is not
my game; I am a grazier’’ and ‘‘the ex-
pense in plant is too great.’’ If the pastoral
industry is mot better than that of agricul
ture, why did the pionecers in the early days
of this State go to the North-West from
the South-West.

The Fremier: Why did people leave New
Sol;th Wales and come to Western Austra-
lia .

Mr, TROY: They did so because land
was not available, and because the induce-
ments then were greater here, Why did peo-
ple in the South-West go to the Kimberlevy
and brave the dangers of the blacks and
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elimatic scourges? Obviously it was becaunse
of the great possibilities ahead of the past-
oral indestry, and it has to be remembered
that these men have made good.

The Premier: Not all,

Mr. TROY: Those whe stuck have made
2ood. That is the remarkable thing, It is
also remarkable that the men who made good
there are doing much towards the develop-
ment of the South-West.

Mr. Pickering: They made their money
there, but they knew where to come after-
wards.

Mr. TROY: They knew that the North-
Weat was the place of magnificent oppor-
tunities, though, perhaps, the south is the
place to live in, and spend their money. The
Premier will not deny the faet that people in
the 0ld days went north because of the op-
portunitics there. Those who stayed behind
upon agricultural setlements did mot de one-
tenth as well as the men who went to the
North-West,

Hon. P. Collier:
go north? .

Mr. TROY: If the hon. member wants
proof to bear out the statement I have made,
there is a train which leaves for the Murchi-
son on. Thursday. If he catches that T will see
that he gets sufficient proof and suofficient
information to bring before this House to
econvinge members that what I am saying

When does the next boat

is troe. Now take the South-West,
The Premier: That is not this motion,
Mr. TROY: 1 am comparing the possi-

bilities of land settlement, and am contend-
ing that there are more prospects of lucra-
tive operations in the pastoral areas than
in the south. So far as the South-West is
concerned, a soldier settlement is in opera-

| tion there. The settlers will have to strive

% for many years there before they can win
their way out. That will not be denied. If
the pastoral arens were to be resumed in the
orth and the country thrown open for set-
tlers and the settlers start with 1,000 sheep
apiece, they would never look back from the
day they went on the land,

dr. Piekering: And you think the only
re:%n that this is not done is because they
cannot get the land.

Mr. TROY: That is the position. A set-
tler dekiring land in these areas cannot get
it, and ‘that is the burning qnestion there.
Some squatters are candid enough to admit
that the present position c¢annot last, and
they know that tha country must be resumed
one day. People who have lived there for
25 years, and the children who have been
horn and bred there, all knmow of its possi-
hilities. 'There is a great future shead of
grazing, particularly in view of the fact that
propositions have heen put forward for the
establishment of freezing works at Gerald-
ton, Carnarvon, and Fremantle,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: There is one at Fre-
mantle now.

Mr. TROY: When all these are in opera-
tion this country will carry more gheep than
it does to-day, for the simple reason that
pastoralists will he able to get rid of their

*
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surplus stoeks. At the present time when.
they stock up to their full capacity they
fose their sheep when a dry scason is en-
countered. With freezers in operation they
will get rid of their stock and they will be
encouraged to produce maore.

The Attorney General: Would you only
resume for pastoral lease purposes?

Mr, TROY: Yes, most deeidedly, because
I do not waut for one moment to provide
a condition of affairs which in 30 years’ time
may be the evil whieh existing conditions are
to day. If the squatters who are in posses-
sion to-day can control the position as they
do, what would be the position if the num-
bers were greatly increased.

Hon. P, Collier: There are not many in
the House, but they have power to move the
Government,

Mr. TROY: When I was in the East
five years ago I made inquiries as to what
was being done in Queensland and in New
South Wales, and I found that the Queens-
land Government were resuming large areas
of pastoral lands and cutting them up inte
small arcas capable of carrying big com-
mnnities of successful graziers. That ecan
be achieved here when a Government occupy
the Treasury benches who recogmise that a
legitimate land settlement policy means and
are not imbued with the idea of setiling
small communities here, there, and every-
where, and of building roilways which will

not pay.
The Premier: How do you know?
Mr. TROY: I do know. This country iz

earrying a small population and the railways
arée not paying. The increases which was
announced recently through the Arbitration
Court and which was well merited, means that
the railways will he a much greater losing
proposition to the State, and the oaly people
who ean make them pay are the people in
the couwntry. If we do not have large set-
tlements in the country the railways will
never pay. About 54 per cent. of the popu-
lation of the State is centred in Perth and
Fremantle districts,
The Premier: Ne, that is net so.

Mr. TROY: T think it is very near it,
anyhow, as will be seen from the ‘‘Year
Book.?” The present pesiticn is dangerons,
where we have the rest of the community
maintaining sueh a population in the metro-
politan areas. It cannot go on indefinitely,
and if the Premier wants to grapple with
this question, and’ I wish him success in the
unenvigble task before him—he should not
build another mile of railway until the land
alongside the existing railways is adequapely
settled. A proposition has recently been put
forward for the continuance of the Meeka-
tharra railway through the north. That is
one T will not support, even though T repre-
sent that country, until such time as members:
interested assist me in seeing that settlement
is arranged along existing railways, When
that is done then we can push on with such
a proposition. When we have settled the
Murchison country aud it carries all the
population that it ean, then such a proposi-
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‘tion can be proceeded with. I want to
make it perfectly clear that 1 do mot wish
the Minister to infer that I would do an
injury to the existing holder. I want the
Government to give him full compensation
-for his improvemeunts.

The Attorney General:
gest should be done?

Mr. TROY: The holder should be cow-
pensated for the improvements he has put
on his place. In the land setttement scheme
the Government can purchase land from the
agriculturist on their own terms.

The Attorney General: There is a differ-
enée.

Mr. TROY: The amount advanced through
the Repatriation Department to-day is only
sufficient to ¢over improvements, I know
a property sold in the wheat area where the
Repatriation Department advanes is only
sufficient to ecover improvements, and vet
there is no outery.

The Attorney General: You say this Gov-
crument have made purchases in the agriewl-
tural area, simply paying what amounts to
the cost of improvements.

Hon. T. Walker: That is so. The Govern-
ment may not have done so knowingly; it
was through their officers.

Mr. TROY: That is the position, but it
does not in the least take away from the
fuets I have put forward. It says a good
deal for the pastoral areas when the Minister
insists that the pastoral area is more valua-
ble than the agricultural area.

The Attorney General: The agricultural
land helder is getting as much as he wanted.

Mr. TROY: And he had to pay for im-
provements, anyhow.
that a number of farms have been purchased
by the Repatriation Department, and in my
opinion the amount paid only covered the
cost of improvements, If the Act gives
power to the Government to resnme freehold
property on such conditions, why should it
not apply to the pastoral land, which is only
lcasehold?

The Attorney General: Is that worth noth-
ing?¥

Mr. TROY: Yes, it is, and the Government

by extending the tenure from 1928 to 1948

have made it very mueh more valuable. I am
prepared to ‘give the present holders com-
pensation for improvements, with an addi-
tional amount for disturbance, and moreover
to give the bolder, or his family, the right
with any other settler to take up any arca
on the station cut up. But T am going to
endeavour to see that those areas which are
to-day eapable of closer settloment—T speak
of places within 50 miles of the railway—
and capable of making our railways pay,
ghall hold and maintain all the people they
possibly can as a prosperous community,
That 38 the only way this couniry can be
restored to prosperity.

On motion by the Premiér,
journed.

debate ad-

What do you sug-’

I emphasise the faet -

[ASSEMRBLY.]

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1%,)Anglq:'-Persia.n 0Oil Company, Ltd. {pri-
vate}.
2, Electoral Amendment.

Read a third time and tranmvitted to the
Couneil

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT (Ne. 2).

Order diseharged.

Order of the Day read for the moving of
the second reading.

On motion by Hou. P. Collier, Order of
the Day discharged, ‘

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

MOTION—MEAT EXPORTERS AND
PRODUCERS’ CONFERENCE,

Order of the Day read for the resumption
irom 15th October of the debate on the fol-
lowing motion by the member for Gascoyne
{Mr. Angelo):—

_ ““Thaf in the opinion of this House it
is glesiruble that one of the four represen-
tatives of mecat exporters and producers to
be appointed for this State to attend the
forthcoming  conference in  Melbourne
ghould Le nominated by the meat works
companics, which will shortly be operating
outside the metropolitan area.’’

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5.37]: I am
infermed by the Government that ne further
news has been received from Sydney in con- |
nection with this conference and, further,.
T have an ossurance from the Minister that/
before amy appointments arc made the claim
I have set forward shall be eonsidered. Im
those circomstances, I should like to with-
draw the motion,

Motion by leave withdrawn.

BILL—KALGOORLIE FRIENDLY SJOCI-
ETTES INVESTMENT VALIDA'I)TON.

Couneil’s Amendment. ¢

Amendment made by the Couneil 'I;OW con-

gidered. /
/

) In Committes. J
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; Hon. P. Collier
in charge of the Bill.

(ause 2—After ‘company,’’ in line two,
insert the words, ‘‘to the extent of three
kundred eontributing shares and five hundred
fully paid sharea’’:

Hon. P, COLLIER: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
T think it meets with the wishes of the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green), who has
been responsible for the Bill, but who is at
present absent,

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.

the Council’s
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ftesolution reported, the report adopted,
and a mes3age accordingly transmitted to
the Council,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

BILL—DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn) [5.43] in moving
the second reading said: The Bill has been
sent down to us from ancther place, and T
have undertaken to eonduct it through -the
House. In 1911 I had a somewhat similar
experience, when I introduced a Bill to ex-
tend the grounds vpon which diverce might
he granted. An endeavour was then made to
bring the law of this State into line with
the law of some of the other States. Amongst
the different grounds of divoree which were
then added were those of desertion, drunken-
ness, conviction for crime, lunacy, and ad-
altery by the hnsband., We have had ex-
perience of the operation of that measure
for some years. It has worked satisfactorily
to the community and has been the means
»f rclieving o number of people of an un-
bearable yoke. The expericuce wo have had
justifies those responsible for this Bill in
sringing it forward, in the hope that we may
emove some of the anomalies which have
seen created by omissions made at the time
»f the introduction of the last measure, and
n order that our divoree law might be
wonght as far up to date as is reasonably
yossible at the present time. One of the
momalies that has arisen is through the
ymission or the want of consideration of the
yosition which then obtained with regard to
oniugal rights. The Bill now proposes io
etify that anomaly and to bring the law
rfiWestern Australia into line, at any rate,
vith that of New South Wales and to permit
if divorces being granted in the case of a
cspondent disobeying the order of the court
‘or the restitution of conjugal rights. The
3ill also deals. with the question of domicile
md it, proposcs to extend the ground of
livorce \in relation to insanity and it adds
mnother ‘grovnd for diverce, that of anti-
uptial incontinence. At the presen time
he Statutd Jaw of Western Australia dealing
vith this matter is included in an Aet to
leal first of all with the restitution of con-
ugal rights and the remedy for the dis-
bedience of the order. The present law is
ontained in an Aect passed in 1863 and un-
ler the provisions of that Aet an order may
e made for the restitution of conjugal
ights where one of the parties thromgh the
warriage contract refuses to cohabit with the
ther without lawful cause., Under the law
t present, the person aggrieved may apply
o the court for an order for the restitution
£ conjugal righta. An order may be made
a1 eertain circumstances which the eourt
binks reasonable and proper, but we find
his anomalons position in our Aect, that the
nly mauner of enforeing the order is by
he attachment and imprisonment of the of-
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fender. That of course was palpably wrong. It
was reetified in England in 1884 when it was.
then found that-an order of that kind ecould
not reasonably be enforced by attachment
and imprisonment because that did not offer
a remedy. A law was brought into force to
enable the eourt te grant a judicial separa-
tion in such cases as those to which I have
referred. In -New Bouth Wales that has
been extended. because of the fact that in
that State, as in ours, desertion i3 a ground
of itself for divoree, and we propese in this
Bill to effect a remedy in conneetion with
the refusal of conjngal rights by dissolving
the marringe. That is contained in Clause
5 of the Bill which hon. members have had

‘before them for some weeks, and I have no

doubt they have made themselves familiar
with the provisions of the measure, This
provision will enable an applicant after hav-
ing applied to the court for an order for
restitution, and that order having been dis-
obeyed, to then apply to the court for a
digsolution of wmarriage without waiting for
the expiration of five years as provided by
the existing Aect. I can safely commend
this provision to the House becauss that
form of desertion is one of the most irri-
tating, and =zt any rate, the present system
is one which leads omly to comfusion, I
may say that the Bill is somewhat techmical
and that it may be more easily dealt with in
Cominittee, I am, however, mentioning the
outstanding provisiong briefly so that hon,
members may have a general idea of what
it contains. With regard to domicile, it was
provided in the 1911 Aect that a wife could
claim to have a domicile in this State, al-
though her husband had removed from the
State and had deserted her. It is not pro-
posed to interfere with the law generally
with regard to domicile, but to limit it only
to matters of divorce, and to extend the
provisions of 1911 to all cases where a wife
is resident in Western Australia and whether
her husband is here or not so long as a
ground has been ecreated giving her the right
to apply for divorce so that she may apply
here without following her bhusband to an-
other country te which he might have gone.
With regard to insanity, there is & provision
in the Aect of 1911 setting out the ground of
diverce in this form, that the dissolution of
marringe may be granted on the ground that
the respondent is & lenatic or a person of
tnsound mind and has been confined as such
in any asylum or other institution in ae-
cordance with the provisions of the Lunacy
Act, 1003, for a period or periods not
less in the aggregate than five years.
within siz years immediately preceding the
filing of the petition and is unlikely to re-
cover from such lunacy or unsoundness of
mind. That limits the ground of divorce
to cases where a respondent might be con-
fined in an iostitution in Western Aus-
tralia. The Bill—although it may not be
properly understood by hon. members on
account of an error in the printing of the
clanse—will have the effect of extending
this ground of divorce by making it apply
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to cases where a respondent is confined in
an institution outside Western Awustralia,
and I think possibly that. some of the
‘things we have heard recently with regard
‘to our own institution are sufficient justifi-
cation for the inelusion of this ¢lause. The
.other matter which constitutes a new
ground for divoree is that of anti-nuptial
incontinence, Provision is made that where
4 man marries a woman and he finds after-
wards within the time specified by the Bill
‘that she is pregnant to another man, he is
then entitled to apply for a divorce. I do
not think this nceds elaboration because
we allow divorge on the ground of adultery
and this offence is one which should justify
the granting of a divoree. The Bill gocs
a little heyond that because in another
place, when the clause was under diseus-
sion, it was thought that the same rights
should be granted to a wowman as to a man
and an amendment was inserted whiech will
be seen in Clause 10 of the Bill that a wife
will also have the right to apply for a
divorec in the case of where a husband is
responsible for the pregmancy of another
woman immediately preceding his marriage
to his cxisting wife. We shall be able to
deal more effectively with the Bill in Com-
mijttec and I commend it to the favourable
congideration of hon. members. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committec.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; Mr. Hudson in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to G—agreed to.

Clause 7—Amendment of Section 23 of
principal Act: .

Mr. HUDSON: There i3 a misprint in
this clanse which I desire to reectify., I
move an amendment—

That in lines 3, 4 and 5, the words
‘‘omitting the words ‘in aceordance with
the provisions of the Lunacy Aect, 1913,°
in paragraph (d) thereof; and is further
amended by’’ be struck out.

These words are unnecessary.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: Will this clause
or the amendment make it any easier to
.obtain a divoree from a person confined in
an asylum %  We cannot be too ecareful
‘when we are dealing with divorce on those
grounds.

Mr., HUDSON: At present there exists
the ground of divorce which has been ae-
cepted in the ease of the lunatie respondent
being confined in an asylum in Western
Australia under the provigions of the
Lunacy Act 1903, for five years within six
vears immediately preceding the filing of
the petition. In such circumstances the
court has power to grant dissolution of
marriage.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. T. Walker: When the court is con-
vinced that there is no hope of recovery.

Mr, HUDSON: That matter would be
taken into account by the court. The
clause merely seeks to extend that ground
of divorce to cases where the respondent
of unscund mind is an irmate of an institu-
tion in another State in accordance with
the law of such other State as to detention
of persons of unsound mind.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. HUDSON: I move a further amend-
ment—

That, in line f, the words ‘‘the said’’
be inserted before °‘section,’’ and that,
in lines 6 and 7, the words ‘“two of the
Divorce Amendment Aect, 1911°° be
struck out.

This is really a consequential amendment.
Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment-—

That the following words be struck
ont:—‘‘and also by inserting after the
date ‘1903, in fifth line of said sub-
section, the following words:—‘or has
been confined in any asylum or institu-
tion in any place outside of the State of
Western ‘Australia in accordance with
the laws of sueh place relating to luna-
tics or insane persons.’’’

I do not believe in making Western Aus-
tralia a dumping-ground for divoreces. If
these words remain, a person will be able.
to come to Western Australia from another
State and live bere for perhaps six months
and then seecure a divoree from ar insade
wife or husband confined in an institutién
outside Western Australia. I admit thatt)a
later clanse of the Bill meets this objectjon
to some extent, but it would not be a cgm
plete safeguard against all that might hap-
pen under the clause as it stands, Np in-
formation has been given as to whether a
similar provision obtains in any other por-
tion of the Pritish Empire. Advantage
might be taken of these words to,commit
an ijnjustice against an ipsanes wife or
husband. It would be difficult, for instance,
to examine in the witness box here the
doctor of an institution in another State.
Divoree should not be made too easy.

Mr. Money:. The patient might have been
sent away from this Btate for special treat-
ment elsewhere.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Possibly; but in
my opinion this elause stretches the faeili-
ties for divorce too far.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I understand, though
I am not sure, that in no Australian State
except this one is lunacy a ground for
divorce. It i3 not a ground in Victoria,
where only a month or two ago a Bill for
that purpose was introduced, but failed to
pass. There is some ground for the fear
expressed by the last speaker that people
might come here from other States to ob-
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tain relief which they cannet obtain else-
where, .

The Attornegy General: But such persons
would have to be domiciled here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The lunatic asylums
of the Eastern States must contain hun-
dreds of paticnts who are married. When
in Melbourne last year I was approached
by a man who questioned me on this very
point, his wifc having been c¢onfined in a
Victorian asylum for 10 years He ex-
pressed his intention of coming here and
remaining for the nccessary period gualify-
ing him to obtain relief under our divoree
law, T found, of course, that our existing
law would not give bim relief, If this
clausc passes, people in that position might
eome here solely for the purpose of obtain-
ing a divoree.

The Attorney General: But leok at
Clause 9, .
Hon, P, COLLIER: I know that clause

provides that no person shall be entitled to
petition here who has resorted to this State
for that purpose only. But bhow is that to
he proved? Tt all comes back to this, that
the divorce laws of the Australian States
should be made uniform by the Commnwealth
Parliament. That ought to have heen dome
long ago. 'This is the second time during
the past 10 years or so that amendments of
our divoree laws have heen proposed by pri-
vate members, which is rather a plt.y

Mr. Hudson: That is mostly s

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, the reason being
that Governments as a rule have no pohcy
on the subject of divorce.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.n.

Mr. HUDSON: The member for North-
Enst Fremantle is apprehensive of the possi-
bility of someone from outside the State
coming to Western Australia and taking ad-
vantage of our laws for the purpose of get-
ting a divorce. He said he had no faith in
the subsequent clanse, whieh provides that no

-person shall be entitled to petition who shall

have tesorted to the State for that purpose
only. In the Aet of 1912, there was a some-
what similar provision, and the hon. member
eannot sustain his argument fairly by stat.
ing that there has been any attempt by
people outside to resort here to obtzin the
advantages of our divorce laws. Tt is no
disadvantage to be in advance in legislation
of this kind. This safeguard is a very
atrong one. A decision given in Victoria
states—

The words (similar to those T have
quoted) are words of absolute prohihition
and prevent anv person from obtaining a
divorce under this section who comes to
Vietoria for that purpose only.

Hon, P. Collier: How could you prove
that?

My, HUDSON: Tf a person came here for
that purpose, he would first have to prove to
the court that the other party had been de-
tained in an institution in ancther State for
a period of five years out of the last six
vears, and was not likely to recover., That
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would immediately soggest the question,.
*‘How long have you been in the State§’”
and it would be seen whether the individual
liud come to the State for that purpose only..
To get the Bill through, I am willing to
mneet the hon. member by consenting to the
addition of a proviso ‘‘Provided always that
this section shall apply only where the peti-
tioner has resided in Wegtern Australia for-
a period of three years immediately preced-
ing the date of the potition.’’r 'This will en-
sure that the petitioner has shown his bona.
iides.

Hon, 7. WALKER: 1 can well understand
the member for Yilgarn desiring to meet
niore than haif-way the objeetion raised by
the member for North-East Fremantle. The-
real issue has been missed. What is tho ob-
jeet of the amending clause? The objoet is:
to grant relief. No matter where the person
may have previously lived, or where the mis-
fortune may have occurred, this State could
grant relief, The first question is, is it wise-
to give relief in cases of misfortunce of this:
sort?

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
eontributing cause.

Hou. T. WALKER: The man might be in:
gagl or next door—in the asylum,

Mr. Pilkington: Then the woman could not
get a divoree becavse she would not he domi-
ciled here,

Hon. T. WALKER: There is a possibility
of her heing here. The whole question is
whether this is right. Ts the principle as ap-
plicd to society good? If it be good, I
not care where the suffering is, if this State
can grant relief and no other can, in the
name of common sense let this State grant
relief, There is a good deal of rightful
sympathy applicd to those unfortunates wheo-
are helplessly inearcerated in a lunatie asy-
lom. They should have some sympathy and
care by those who have taken them in wed-
lock; but I do not-say that the court should
not grant divorce. So far as the duties of
mavrital relations arc coneerned, a man or a
woman helplessly in a lunatic asylum eannot
fulfil the sacred functions of married life,
and to compel them hy refusing relief, if
ever there was a lucid interval, to live to-
gether as man and wife and possibly pro-
create degenerate children, children liable to-
inherit the disease of one of the parents so
afflicted, wonld be 2 gross wrong to the com-
munity,

Hon., W. G. Angwin: How could they live
together if one was in an asylum?

Hon. T. WALKER: In a lucid interval,
one might be allowed out of the asylum. If
there is mever a possibility of their coming
torrether as man and wife, and if they cannot
fulfil the relations and functions of hushand
and wife again——

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That is not the argu-
ment you put up; you have changed around.

Hon, T. WALKER: I have not chonged.
If it be not possible that they ean liva te.
gether, we compel the man, if he has to
live a normal life and exercise those quali-
ties of manhood which Nature has endowed’
him with, to a course of immorality. Tt is a-

The man might be &
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fact that, in the State of the American Union
where divoree is the most difficult to obtain,
.the illegitimacy and private immorality is
greater than in the State of Washington
where, of all places in  the world,
divoree iz most easily obtainable. In
the State of Washington, the percent-
age of those who resort to it i3z ex-
© tremely  small Diverce only comes
and is only necessary when the conditions
of life are' such as to make it an ab-
golute wrong and eruelty to compel people
to live together, an injury to the family
life, an injury to future gencrations, to the
individuals, bound not in holy but in unholy
wedlock. That is the only time when di-
voree ig of any value, Where love governs
the marriage and where the semsc of respon-
gibility te the offspring of love—the children
—rules, we eould have all the divorce laws
we pleased and we would have no divorce
actions. It is only where the cruel wrong
is such as to makc it martrydom, not home
but an ahsolute hell to those compelled to
live in these relationships, that divorce is of
value. A man may have a family about him,
a family whg need a woman’s care and wateh-
fulness, becanse the wife was so unfortun-
ately placed as to be unable to fulfil' the
duties of mother, parent or centre of the
houachold, because " she was- incapable of
doing anything to contribute to the family
well-being or take upon herself any of her
regponsibilities. If it ba good that one of
the sufferers, coming to this State after-
wards, and desirous of doing his duty to the
family that they might be brought up as a
family and desirous himself of being apared
the temptations of immorality and illicit re-
lationships with the opposite sex, if it be
good for one, T say where does the wvrin-
ciple vary in the other casef? If this State
has the merit, fame or the renown for giving
relief in this direction, why should we pre-
vent the State from giving justice and re-
lief in a way that no other State in the Com-
monwealth would do to those whe are
sufferingt It is an homour, not an
inglorious aet. I consider that we shonld
pass this measure, which ias for the benefit
of the whole community, for the purpose of
morality in our society, and for the pur-
pose of rendering more comgenial and more
pleasant the snroundings of the home itself.

Mr. PILKINGTON: The question with
which we¢ arc dealing is of considerables
importance. The’ question iz not merely
whether it is desirable that in certain circum-
stances a divoree should be obtained here,
but alse whether the divorece which ig
granted in Western Anstralia will be reeop-
nised clsewhere, That is the point we have
to consider. T protest againgt the easwnal in-
troduction of so vitally important a measure,
withotut the proper precautions which ought
to be taken and the proper information
which ought to be given to hon. members.
I agree with the leader of the Oppogition
that a mecasure of this sort, if introduced at
all, should be introduced by the Government,
and that the subject should be dealt with by
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the Federal Parliament, But this clause and
the next clapse deal not merely with the
question of the law in Weatern Anstralia,
but also with the vitally important question
whether the divoree which we grant here ia
going to be rccognised elsewhere. There are
granted in Australia every year divorees
which would not be recognised in any other
country in the world, ot even in the United
States. They are granted without the basic
essential of “jurisdietion, and that is that the
parties are domiciled within the territorial
jurigdietion of the court. The carclessness
whieh is exhibited in the introduction of
this measure into Parliament is exhibited
alsn in  the mamper in  which divorces
arg granted in Australian courts. That is not
a doubtful matter, but an unquestionable
faet. Tn order that a court may have juris-
dietion to  grant a  divoree, it s
cssential under munieipal law—that is
the internal law of Western Aus-
tralin or of [England—-and also under
international law, that the parties should be
domiciled within the territorial jurisdiction
of the court—that is, domiciled in Western
Australia before a Western Australian court
can grant a divorece. Of course, without that
it may he that the divorce is lawful in West-
o Australia. But the poeint comes when
we go outside Weatern Australia, Domicile
is something which is very definite in the
Jnw., A mnn’s domicile may mean that he
is bern in a particular country, and he
hoids thnt domicile his life through unless
he determines to go to another country and
tnke up his residence definitely and perman-
ently there. Not long ugo there died in Eng-
Jland an American who had lived there for
forty years, a man whoe was very well known
indeed; and it was held that there was no
evidence whatever that he had changed his
domicile—his domicile was still not England.
In this partienlar case the member for North
Fast Fremantle is, I think, right in peinting
out the danger of people coming here and
asking for divorce. A man whose wife is con-
fined in a lunatie asylum in England, or in
another State, ean come here and apply for
a divoree. He has to prove that the court
has jorisdiction. He says, ‘I have come
here to stay, and am going to remain here
for the rest of my life.’’ e gets his
divorce, But a woman couid not get a
divoree in similar cireumstances at all, he.
cange her domieile is where her husband is.

The Attorney General: The husband
would have to prove that he is domiciled
here.

Mr, PILEKINGTON : The only question
is, what is his intention; and be is the only
person who knows his intentien. He may
wet his diveres ome doay, and go away the
next day. The woman, on the other hand,
eannot do that, so far as T see. If the hus-
band i8 in an asylum somewhere elge, and the
woman comes here for a divoree, she is at
ouce met with the objeetion, *“You cannot
get a divoree here becaunse you are not domi-

ciled here.”?
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: Except in cases of
desertion.

Mr. PILKINGTON: Yes. The gnestion
is highly teehnical and legal but it is a very
serious question. In 99 cases out of 100 no
doubt, nobody ever hears anything about it
when o divoree is unlawfully granted in
‘Western Australia because of the court hav-
ing no jurisdiction by reason of the parties
not heing domiciled here. But some day
the question may arise, when one of the di-
vorced parties goes to England and there are
marringe settlements and land or property
to be inherited. The children then will be
illegitimate and not recognised, I was con-
sulted on this very subject some years ago.
The nature ot the difficulties was exhibited
in the case of Earl Russell, who went to
America and got a divorce there, and then,
having returned to England, got married
again. He was brought up before the House
of Lords and indicted for bigamy, and con-
victed-—very properly convicted, The man
does not matter in such a case; what does
matter is the wife and the children who are
affected by what he has dome. Tt is not

right that we here should legislate so that:

it is possible thera may be a divoree granted
here which will not hold good if investigated
cisewhere,  As regards the Act of 1911, 1
am inelined to think that it would he held
good and valid if a question arese; but my
point is that we are dealing with subjects
which are very clangerous and very delicate,
and that we ought not to be dealing with
them in the rather casual manner in which
we are dealing with this Bill. T think it is
highly dangerous to pass such legislation as
this unless we know that the matter has been
very closely investigated, and until we have
the highest authority that can be got for
anying that the legislation is sneh as will
hold good if it ever comes before a court.
I shall support the amendment.

Mr. HUDSON: The member for Perth
has rajsed an alarm throughout the Cham-
ber that something we are doing is beyond
the jurisdietion of this Parliament. He
also says that the Bill has been introdueed
in 2 careless manner, If T have introduced
it here in a earcless manner, I have erred in
very good ecompany—company in another
place, and company in the Parliaments ot
other Australian States. On referring to the
Act of 1911 hon. members will see that it
was rescrved for the Royal assent., It was
not immediately assented to by the Governor
here. It was one of those Bills which are sent
to England for consideration by the highest
authorities before they are assented to.

Hon, P. Cellier: DBut such details would
not be looked into before the Royal assent
was given.

Mr. HUDSON: Why was the Bill of 1911
reserved for three or four monthst

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Governor pleases
himsclf as to whether or not he reserves a
Bill for the Royal assent,

Mr. HGDSON: The same principles have
been applied in Vietoria for 30 years to my
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knowledge and no case has occurred to cause
the fear indicated by the member for Perth.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I agree with the
member for Perth in protesting against the
casual manner in which tho Bill is before
the House. Mere wg¢ have in the closing
days of the session a Eill of such import-
ance submitted and passed through the
sccoud reading stage without any debate
and almost entirely talken through Commit-
tee.

Mr. Mudson: It has been on the filo for
over a mouth,

Hon. P, COLLIER: That docs not matter.
Tt the Bill had heen debated earlier, we
should have been able to deal with it pro-
perly. I suspect the origin of Bills of this
character. When a Bill of such an import-
ant nature as this has been introduced by a
private member, I have found that very
often the House has been asked to legislate
for some particular or special cause. DPar-
Hament should not he asked to amend leg-
islation in order to reclicve ome or two in-
dividuals who are able to pull strings. 1
reeeived a typewritten anonymouas letter in
connection with this Bill about a week ago.
Tt argued strongly in support of the Bill
and urged me to assist to bring about its
passage. '

Mr. Hudson: I have no knowledge of that.
I do not know of any individuval easc that
the Bill is designed to favour.

Hon. P. COLLTER: The matter should be
adjourned.

Mr. Hudson: This is the
members’ day, you know, .

Hon. P. COLLIER: After having moved
the second reading of the Bill, it would
then have beeome an Order of the Day., L
should like to know why the Bill was not
brought down earlier. We should have an
opportunity to Jook- inte it and therefore
should report progress at this stage. This
procedure is indicative of our Iindifferent,
carcless, and slovenly way of deing our
work. .

The ATTORNEY CGENERAL: The stric-
tures of the leader of the Opposition are
unnecessarily severe because the Bill was
debated for weeks in the Upper House.
Those clanses which we have agreced to al-
ready will mect with the ungualified ap-
proval of members, It only places the law
of the State in the, same position ag it is
in England, We¢ now come to the guestion
of domicile and I am not going to contra-
diet the member for Perth in the opinion
he so lncidly expressed.  There is o doubt
in my mind as to how far the so-called
statutery domicile really prevails, but the
mischief occurrred in 1911, No harm, how-
¢ver, has been done by that, so that per-
haps hon. memhers conld aceept the amend-
ment suggested by the member for North-
Bast Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) and thign
leave the next eclause dealing with domieile
ag it stands in the Act of 1911. I would
be sorry to lose that portion of the Bill
which we have already passed, because 1

last private
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am quite certain the Bill will be of great
use and will prove of advantage to many
people in the State.

Mr. LAMBERT: The judgment of the.

leader of the Opposition went astray when
he stated that he suspected the origin of
this measure and that we should aecept it
with some reserve. He was also wrong in
his reagoning when he stated that if the
Bill was designed to assist two or three
people, the House shonld not tolerate its
introduction. T eclaim that if therc is only
ong person who js suffering an injustice
under any law, this House should most cer-
tainly consider legislation to remedy that
injustice. I consgider, however, that the
House should receive the Bill with hesita-
tion, particularly seeing the source from
which it emanates, but as the Attorney
General said, there are many good features
in the Bill which should not be lost. 1
‘hope we will be able to eliminate that por-
‘tion of it to which the member for North-
East Fremantle takes exception, and lkecp
in mind the question of domicile raised by
the member for Perth. We could retain the
good features of the Bill and so give relief
to those who are suffering an injustice under
our existing laws. :

Mr. LUTEY: The arguments advaneed
‘by the member for Perth have induced me
to alter my vicws in regard to this Biil. 1
was entirely in favour of it as it stood until
I heard the hon. member. I know of a case
where a man hag been in an asylum in an-
other State for 16 years and hie wife has
not been able to marry again., I was under
the impression that the Bill was designed to
meet cases of that description, and T cer-
tainly think that the matter should be ad-
Journed s¢ that we might arrange to over-
eome the difficulty. The Federal Govern-
ment have the power to lepislate in connge-
tion with divoree but so far they have not
done anything. T would like 1o see them
move in this direction and take cognizance
of what has been done by the Western Aus-
tralian Pariiament. I should like to see
the Bill adjourned for 2 while so that some
-ameniment may be drafted which will be
-acceptable to the committee. Failing that
I will support the Bill as it stands.

Mr. ROCKE: Whilst I fecl there is some
-element of cruelty in compelling two per-
‘gons to be legally bound, when there is no
reason to suppose that they will be able to
fulfil the functions of life, it seems to me
that this Bill contnins several dangers. Tt
has been snggested that it was created for
some speeific ease. If that is so it has not
been erented to give relief to women. Tt
ig designed cssentially to assist a man who
may be placed in an awkward position. If
the clanse s passed a man may get relief
hut not a woman. T should like to see it
postponed for further coumsideration. There
are some good points in the Bill and it wonld
‘be a pity to loge them all. If the hon.
‘member insists upon going on with the
-elanse I must oppose it.
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Mr. Hudsen: Let it go.

Mr. DURACK: I, too, must oppose the
clause. If the measure is mecessary then it
is one which the Government should have
introdoced. We must have regard to the
feelings of a woman, who in her sane mo-
ments in the hospital may have her health
affected by the knowledge that her husband
is going to divoreze her. T will support the
ainendment. :

Amendment put and passed.
Clause put and negatived.

Clause 8—Waestern Australian domicile of
wife to he retained in certain cases.

Mr. HUDSON: In view of the remarks
of hon, members I will not press the clause.

Clause put and negatived,

Clause 9 put and negatived. N
Clauses 10, 11—agreed to.

New clanse:

Mr. HUDSON: I move—

That the following be inserted to stand
as Clause 9 as follows:—*¢Section 1 of tha
Act intituled ‘an Aet to amend the pro-
cedure and powers of the Court for Divores
in Matriznonial Causes, No, 7 of 1871,’ is
hereby amended by inserting after the
work ‘payment’ in the sixth line of
the said section the following words:
‘or if sneh wife shall remarry or if
her cireumstances shall in the opinion
of the court render a continvance of
suich payments or any part thereof
no longer neecssary for her maintenance
or support.’ ’?

Cases have arisen where the wife has re-
married and her second husband is capable
of supporting her. The divorced husband

‘has also remarried and has to keep another

wife and family, and yet he has no relief
from the order of the court. That is not a
tair proposition, and I commend the new
clause to the notice of hon, members.

Mr. DUT'T: 1 support the new claose. I
know of a ease in which the respondent has
had to pay alimony for nine years at 27s.
6d. a week. After the divoree the wife
married again and the second husband was
able to keep her, bubt the respondent was
not able to get any relief from the alimony.
The court should have the option of saying
whether the payment should be continued
or not. )

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: My objection to
the new clause is to the words “‘or if her
cirgnmstances shall in the opinion of the court
render a continuance of suech payments or
any part thereof no longer necessary for
ber maintenance or support.’”’ This may
mean that a woman would be put to the
expense of going to the court to defend
any action in this reapect.

Mr, Duff: S8he need not go to the court.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Then she would
lose the maintenance duc to her, If s
woman through her own industry is able
to keep herself and her children, why
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should her divorced husband go free if the
court degires that he should? That is going
too far. .

Mr. Duff: She may come in for a lot of
money.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That should not
make any differenec cxeept to show the
husband what a mistake he made in getting
.4 divoree,

Mr, PICKERING: I koow of an instance
of a man and wife who were divorced, and
both partics married again. The wife is
now in o position to support the children,
whe are over 14 years of age. Yet her
former husband still has to support his
divorced wife, who to-day is the wife of
anotber man. T think the original husband
should be aeccorded some relicf.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I should like to
‘hear from the hon, member in charge of the
Bill what this new clause means. Is it going
to deprive the wife of the payments to
rwhich she is justly entitled?

Mr. HUDSON: The object of the pay-
ment is the maintenance and support of
the wife, and unless she requires it there
is no obligation to pay the moncy. It is
-only an omisgion from the original Aet. It
is eausing great hardship. The new clause
meana that if the wife does not need money
for her support and maintenance there is
no obligation on the part of the man to pay
it. The objection has been raised that the
woman may have difficulty in defending
the case; but the hugband is not likely to
make the application unless he knows that
gshe i3 in a positien to maintain herself
without the payment.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: If she has sufficient
to maintain herself the court, under this
new clause, would order that the payment
shonld cease, .

Mr, HUDSON: Not necessarily; it would
be at the discretion of the ecourt.

New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with amendments, and the
repert adopted.

MOTION—STATE SMELTING WOREKS.
TREATMENT OR ORES.

To disallow regulation.

Order of the Day read for the resnmption
of the debate on the following metion by
the member for North Perth (Mr. Smith):—

‘*That Subelanse (2) of Regulation 18,
for the smelting of auriferous copper ores
at the State Smelting Works, Phillips
River, under the Mining Development Act,
1902, and laid upon the Table of the
House on the 31st .July, 1919, be dis-
allowed.’’ ’

On wmotion hy Mr,
joorned.

Davies, debate ad-
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BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Rosumed from 29th Oectober; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair, Hon. W. C. Angwin in charge
of the Bill ’

Clause 13—Amendment of Schedules 4
and 6:

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Consequentidlly
on a previous amendment, this clause should
be deleted.

Clavse put and negatived.
Clause 14—Preferential voting:

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I thought that,
perhaps, in consequence of the striking out
of certain previous clauses this elause would
require to be amended, but I am. assured by
the Solicitor General that it is in proper
order. It provides for preferential voting
where the municipal distriet is divided into
wards. ;

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I should
be glad if the hon. member would leave out
this provision, because I am advised by my
officers that it will be difficult to apply it to
munieipalitics, Of coure, if the Committee
say that in regard to municipalities the prin-
ciple of one man one vote shall be adopted,
it may be practieable, but I should like to
bave an opportunity te further consider the
clauge. To accede to my request will not
delay the attaimmeant of the hon. member's
object, because the Municipalities Bill will he
onc of the first to be introduced next session.
It is now under preparation, and there is
nob likely fo be any objection by Ministera
to its early introduction next session. This
will give me and the departinental officers
opportunity to go through it thoroughly, and
therc is no reason why it should not be in
operation for the municipal) elections of next
year, In these circumstances I think the
hon. member should agree to leave out this
provision.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I was sarprised to
hear the Minister say that his officers had
advised him that there would be some diffi-
enlty in administering this clause; if that
ia so, his officers know ‘nothing wvhatever
abont it. 1 previcousty formed that opinion
from the statement the Minister for Works
made when intreducing the Road Iistricta
Bill. e then pointed out that the diffienlty
was in administering the prefercntinl voting
where the ward system is in foree. This is
quite contrary to the advice of the Chief
Tieetoral Officer, who says that the Qifficulty
iz in administering it where therc is more
than one eandidate to elect. In the ease of
abacntee voters, the returning officer will mark
ot the envelope eontaining the ballot paper
the number of votes the voter has to cast.
If there iz any difficulty in applying this
system of voting, the same difficulty must
exist in conneetion with the State electicns,
beeanse the basis is exactly the same.

Mr. Foley: If there was a by-election at
the same time, there would be different can-
didates,
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There could be
only one candidate for each ward, If there
was an extraordinary vacancy, the election
must be held on a different date. I consulted
the Solicitor General and afterwards the Sol-
icitor General and the Chief Electoral Officer
together, wid later, after altering the clause,
I again consulted the Solicitor General, and
he said the clavse provided all that was
NCCESERTY. .

The Minister for Works: That is from
your point of view,

Hon. W, G, ANGWIN: There can he only
one point of view. The difficulty bere is that
wa have Jifferent systens of voting and this
leads to many infermal ballot papers. I am
not wedded to the preferential system but
we should adopt a uniform system.

Mr. Davies: In the cvent of a couneil
being dissolved, would there be any diffiq
culty?

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: No, There could
ke only one candidate for each ward; be-
sides, the possibility of a council being dis-
solved would be very remote.

Mr. Davies: Would there be any Qifficulty
if it did oceur?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, TUnder the
Mings Regulation Aet, it was necessary to
appoint two workmen’s inspeetors who were
halloted for by members of the unions.
Withont giving the matter much considera-
tion, the Chief Electoral Officer adopted the
preferential system and, before he could de-
elare the suceesaful candidates, e had to
count the votes 25 times. I do not know
how the TFederal authorities will get on with
the Senate clections when they have eight
candidatos and three to be elected.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
no doubt that the Solicitor General ex-
pressed the view stated by the hon, mem-
ber; I believe in preferential voting. But
there will be no harm if we allow this mat-
ter to stand over till next session. Prob-
ably this measure will fit in quite well with
the new municipalities Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Take your Road
Districts Bill. You promised it last session
and it is not in operation yet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Road Districts Bill was set aside hy Min-
iater after Minister becanse they did not
think they would be able to get it through,
80 far as it lies in my power, I shall en-
deavour to Dbring down a municipalities
Bill next -session,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: During last ses-
sion, the Minister said the Road Distriets
Bill wonrld be passed carly this session, By
a stroke of ek, he got it through this
House quiekly.

Hon. P. Collicr: By the consideration of
the Qpposition.

Ion. W, 0. ANGWIN: But that Bill has
not yet become law and, if we adopt the
Minister’s suggestion, it will probably be
two years before we have the benefit of
preferential voting for municipal councils.
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The Minister for Worke: I think it wilF
be possible to get it through early next
session. .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Road Dis-
triets Bill shows fhat it is not possible.

Mr. PICKERING: I favour preferential
voting. It has proved very satisfactory, 1
strongly oppose the propesal of the member
for North Perth and I hope the member
for North-East Fremantle will stick to this.
clause of his RBill.

Mr. FOLEY: There are many amend-
ments on the Notice Paper and the Perth
municipality desire that, after the promise
of the Minister for Works, these shounld not
be proceeded with. The Minister, bowever,
wonld be wise to actept the prineiple of
preferential voting so that it will be an
accepted principle when the municipalities
Bill is brought down next session,

Clanse put and passed.
New clanse—Amendment of Section 109:
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move—

That the following new clause be in-
gerted:—f‘Section one hundred and nine
of the principal Act is amended by omit-
ting the words ‘within one month,’ and
inserting in place thercof ‘after the
nomination of the candidate and.’*’

This is consequential on the passing of
CGlause 14, Tt means that until candidates
have been nominated, no one can vote in
ahsence,

Ne\y clause put and passed.

Mr. SMITH: I do not intend to proceed
with the amendments of which I have
given notice with one exception. I wish
to refer to the Minister’s promises,

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. member can-
not do that.

Mr. SMITH: The Minister’s promises
will render some of my amendments un-
necessary.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon.
entirely out of order.

New clause — Power to
analytical laboratory:

Mr. SMITH: T move—

That the following new clause be added
to the Bill:—"*The council may establish
an analytical Iaboratory and - employ
analysts, and wmay undertake analytie
work for other loeal authorities ineluding
loeal boards of health at prescribed or
agreed charges.’’

The eity council appointed a qgualified
analyst and equipped a laboratery in 1917
in order that the work required by the eity
might be earried out on the premises. Sev-
eral local anthorities decided to take ad-
vantage of the laboratory and asked the
city couneil to undertake work for them,
but it was found that they could not legally do
s0. The new elause will overcome the diffieulty.

The CHAIRMAN: T e¢annot accept
the amecndment moved by the member

member is

establish an
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for North Perth, From a perusal of the
specch delivered by the member for North-
East T'remantle when intreducipg the Bill
1 fiad that the main objects of the measure
arg, firstly, the removal of the disabilitics
in the existing Act as regards getting on
the clectoral roll unless all rates are paid
prior to the 1lst October; secondly, omne
man one vote instead of one to four votes
according to property; thirdly, the writing
oft of rates which for any rcason whatever
may not be collectable; fourthly, deposit
-of plans; fifihly, preferential voting for
mayor and vouseiilors; sixthly, extension
of the qualification of women to act as
mayor or councillor, The amondment goey
beyond the scope of the Bill as introduced
by the mover, and therefore I cannot
aceept it.

Mr. POLEY: Possibly I may move to
dissent from your ruling, Mr, Chairman.
The title of the Bill is ‘“An Aet to amend
the Muonicipal Corporations Act, 1906."" T
contend that when notice was given of
intention to meve for leave to introduce
this Bill, no intimation was given to the
ilouse that the member for North-East
 Fremantle intended to smend the Act in
eny particolar way, In the circumstanees,
I submut, any portion of the Act is before
the House for amendment, It is true that
when moving the second reading of the
Bill the member for North-East Tremantle
gave an oputline of the amendments he in-
tended tn propose, Perhaps you will men-
tion the Standing Order on which you base
¥our ruling.

The CHAIRMAN :
Frovides—

Any amcndment may be made to a
elanse, provided the same be relevart to
tie subject of the Bill, or pursuant to any
instruction, and he otherwise in  con-
formity with the rules and orders of the
House; but if any amendment shall not
be within the title of the Bill, the Com-
mittee shall amend the tiile aecordingly,
aud report the same specially to the
House.,

Mi. FOLEY: Under that Standing Order,
Sir, what is your ruling regarding the title
ef this Bill¥ What was the title of the
Eill when it was introduced into this
Huuse?

The CHAIRMAN: I  have raled the
amendment out of order on the ground
ithat tie subjeet matter of the amnmendment
is irrelevant te the subject matter of the
Rill. If the hon membor desires to dissent
from my ruling, let him move to that effect.
I eannot, however, allow him to discuss my
ruling.

Title—agreced to.

Standing Order 277

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.
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BILL—SALE OF CHATFF.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 29th Oectober.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitehell—Nor-
tham) [9.7]: 1 suggest to the member for
Avon that it would be well to defer consider-
ation of the Bill until next session. I think
he would find that the Bill, if passed, would
not work well in practice. What he desires
to achieve would render it almost im-
possible to conduct the business of a
chaff merchant; and I doubt whether the
measure could be of any benefit to the
farmer. The hon, member’s desire, I
understand, is that where chaff of an in-
ferior class is sold in expensive bags, some
regard shall be had to the value of the bags.
To-day the price of chaff is about £10, and
the cost of bags may be £2. Thus the
value of the chaff itself, without the bags,
would be £8. If a man’s chaff were gold for
£4, the value of the chaff itself, without the
bags, would be £2; and the hon. member
considers that in such circumstances the fax-
mer should receive adequate consideration
for the bags. I think that matter a very
diffienlt one to arrange in any circomstances,
and i1t can hardly be arranged under this
Bill. T suggest that during the recess the
hon. member should go into the question with
the Honorary Minister for Apriculture, and
see if they ean frame a Bill which will
achieve the hon, member’s object, I am en-
tirely in sympathy with the hon. member’s
desire to protect the interests of the farmer.

Mr. Harrison: Do I understand that the
Government will bring in a measure next
gession, and make it a Government Bill§

The PREMIER: I suggest that the mem-
ber for Avon go into the matter with the
Honorary Minister for Agrieulture, in consul-
tation with the Parliamentary Draftsman.

Mr. Harrison: In view of what the Pre-
mier has said, I will agree to let the meas-
ure be withdrawn this session, but I cer-
tainly desire that the objective of the meas-
ure shounld be recached.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.11]: T
move—
That the Bill be discharged from the
Notice Paper.
Motion put and passed;
charged.

the Bill dis-

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20.
Tn Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the previous sitting; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.
Business nndertakings:
Vote—Other Hydranlie
ehargeable to Revenue, £32,663.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS AND
WATER SUPPLY (Hon. W. J. George—
Muorray-Wellington) [9.14]: Hor. members

Undertakings
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will see that this vote includes matters of
great scope. So much is evident from
the information given in the Estimates
beforc them. The cstimated cxpenditure
under this heading for the current
year is #£32,663, being an inecrease of
£2,648 over the aectual expenditure of
last year. Included in the amount
are advances in salaries, representing the
small item of £95. The estimated revenue
for the current year ia £24,500, as against
last year’s actual receipts of £24,676. Hon.
members will see it i anticipated we will
be rather worse off than we were last year
by £2,723. Hon. members will also have
noticel in conneetion with the Estimates of
the departments I control, that we have
taken the precantion to place a footnote on
each page which sets out that the Fstimates
aro made up on the rate of wages obtaining
on the lst July of this year, and should in-
creases be awarded we will have to come
forward with an excess next year. Since
then the railway award has been delivered
and it means that the Government will have
to give consideration to the wages of other
cmployees. The matter will be at once gone
inte. T have to-day given instructions to the
officers of the department to deal with the
various classes of laboer in conncction with
public works and water supplies, and to pre-
pare for me a comprehensive statement
showing eaeh class of labour as it is dealt
with in the railway award, and the presont
wages we are paying. 1t is my intention as
soon as this information is available and as
soon a8 I can get a little relief from the
onerous dutics of this Parliament, to invite
the secretaries of the dilferent unions to meet
me with the view of discussing the position
und sceing whether we ean arrive at some
basis which will give us a certain amount of
seeurity in regard to future operations. T
want to make that statement becanse I am
satisfied T am voicing the opinion of the
Qovernment, The situation which has arisen
is certainly serious and it will influence our
husinesa affairs. Tt is well that we as 2 Gov-
ernment should know, and that the people
should know exactly where we are trend-
ing, becausc there cannot be the slightest
doubt that unless larger sums of money are
available with which to pay the increases
to the wages men the result must be a
eertain amount of curtailment of employ-
ment. If I have £30,000 to spend on
one partictlar job and my wages bill comes
to 20 per cent. more than was aniicipated
T should not he ahle to give as much ewmn-
ployment as I originally thought T wonld

do. T hope there will not be any misun-
dergtanding in regard to this watter. The
apportionments of the expenditure have

been as follows: On the Eustern goldfields
about £8,000. This includes replacement of
part. of the pipe line, and it also provides for
.other pipe lines which are showing signs of
deterioration and wear. On the Murchison
goldficlds it iy ecstimated that we shall spend
£8,350, This will be partly for the replace-
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ment of plant in connection with the Meeka-
tharra water supply and also the replace-
ment of a wooden main at Leonora. At the
Phillips River goldfield it is expected that
we shall spend about £1,000 on ordinary main-
tenance. On the South-West water supply and
drainage we expect to spend £2,090. This is
an additional provision for the purpese of
cleaning out several large drains in the dis-
trict which require attention and whickh
have done considerable good and whick
must not be allowed to fall inte absolute
disrepair. A ecrtain amount is also for re-
pairs to Wonnerup flood gates and bridges,
which were damaged by heavy floods and in
some instiances by the action of the sea.
With regard to the maintenance of the
drainage business it seems to me a deter-
mined stand will have to be taken by the
Government in the futurec. Many drains in
the South-West have been established and
have done good work, and I think that
while the Government undertook to carry
out large eapital expenditure in that way,
it will not be asking the people whe are
benefiting from that cxpenditure too much
to request them to provide labour and
money to maintain those drains. Tn several
instances in my own district—the member
for Sussex knows this as well as T do—an
awkward position hag arisen. It is diffieult
for a member to have to appreach a Min-
ister and ask for maintenance to he preo-
vided for a work which the people them-
selves should he expeeted to carry out.  On
this point I have already taken steps and
T intend to see whether the people cannot
be mnade to realise their proper responsibili-
ties. With regard to agricultural water
supplics which deal principally with dams
along cartage routes, we have alloweil
£2.230, W have alse made a further pro-
vigion in connection wtih the maintenance
of hering plants in regard to both water and
coal. Se far as the North-West water sup-
ply is voncernad it is estimated that £1,650
will be required in connection with the
mazintenance of tanks and wells in the Pil-
bara goldfields, Rocbowrne and Onslow dis-
tricts, and alse towards the maintcnance of
a water supply at Derby and Marble Bar.
With regard to Derby we are at present
negotiating with the authorities there and
I think we shall very shortly arrive at a
conclusion which will he satisfactory so far
ns both the Government and the people in
that district arc concerned. Arrangements
have been made with the West Kimberley
road board to take over the Derby water
supply and we think it will be possible te
hring this aboul on veally decent lines.
With regard to tne stock rvoutes, provision
has Leon made for the cxpenditure of
£2700. This will eover the maintenance of
the coastal stoeck route and also those in
the Leonora-Nullagine and Cue-Ashburten
districts. The cstimated receipta for this
vear show a shortage of £76 compared with
the receipts of last year. Owing to the clos-
ing down of the Great Fingal mine it is
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expected that the receipts from the Day
Dawn water supply which reached £900 last
year will this year only realise between
£300 and £350, With regard to Ora
Banda it is te be regretted thut mining
activitiecs there have been on the decline
and apparently are still on the decline. We
ean but hope that a better time iz coming,
as in  conpeelion with gold mining 1
believe it i3 a case of never despair. Some-
times minez turn out well when they arc
lenst cxpected to do so, and thia is wha
is happenjng in the Hampton Plainsg dis-
trict and elsewhere, Therefore with the
optimism which we all posscss we can hope
that even Ora Banda will again show signs
of aetivity. Last year we received £1,676
in revenue. This year the estimate is £300.
I trust, bowever, those figures may prove
to be crroneous. With regard to the Har-
vey irrigation seheme, last year we re-
ceived £487 and this year we believe we
shall receive about £2,000. There has been
considerable trouble in connecetion with
that scheme. It is a very long story, but
every effort has been made to put it upon
a fair financial basis and to carry out the
promises made by the Minister when the
scheme wasg inaugurated, so that there may
be no objection on the part of the people
to pay rates. Unfortunately the Harvey
orchardists have had considerable trouble
with the iriigation scheme, through various
causes as well as seenage, cte. How-
ever, I do not desire that hon. members
should discuss this question if it is possible
te avoid discussing it, because it is likely
there will be litigation in the near future,
and it is advisable that the views of the
department and the evidence in the posses-
sion of the department shonld not be dis-
closed. We have appointed a commigsion
to deal with the scheme. The personnecl of
that eommission is the Under Secretary for
Works, Mr. Munt; the Engineer-in-charge
of water supplics ountgide the metropolitan
areas, Mr. O'Brien; and the irrigation ex-
pert Mr, Scott, and from what T can learn
from Harvey the people are of the opinion
that that iz o strong eommission and that
it is one from which they ean expeet fair
treatment. I believe that to be the case

and we think also we shall be able to re- .

ecive revenue during this year to the ex-
tent of a couple of thousand pounds, There
will he no harsh measures taken there—not
because it iz in my distriet nor beeanse at
the iast election they voted against me in-
stend of for me, but because fair considera-
tion is due to the settlers, anl politics do
not connt in these matters,

Hon. P. Collter: They will vote for youn
next time.
well.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It has
heen fully realised that the market for
fruit has been considerably limited and the
priees which have been realised have
hardly been sefficient o pay for the cost
of dealing with the fruit after it has been

You have been treating them '
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grown, In such cases we shall do as we have
done in the farming districts. It has been
the practice and it will always be the prac-
tice tor the Government to give cousidera-
tion to people who are honest at the bottom
and who are suffering from dieabilities.
That course has been followed in regard to
the Harvey irrigation scheme and [ believe
it will be found in the course of time that
what the Government have done bas bheen
fully justified. Further with regard to that
scheme every effort has been made to ex-
tend the area of the opcrations, us we have
found from experience that we have a very
much larger quantity of water impounded
tliere than the people of Harvey can be
expeeted to require, and as there are other
groad close at hand wiheh can take water,
it is proposed that we should supply them
pnd in that way inerease our reveauwe. I
would also explain to hom. members that
in addition to dealing with quite a large
rumber of these mining water supplies, the
departinent investigates and adviscs on any
proposal for & water scheme or water sup-
ply that may be required in any part of the
country. Ii is felt by the Government that
if we have professional men on whom we
can rely we should give the people the
benefit of their experience and adviee and
in that way help along what might be said
tc be a big family. After all szid and
dene we are all onc family and we are all
carrying out wscful functions, and must assist
one another for the ultimate public good.

[Mr. Foley took the Chair ]

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [0.30]: It is
rather a pity we have not been able to dis-
cugs this vote earlier in the session. ‘There
ar¢ certain phases of it which might with
profit to the country and members themselves
he disenssed here, and nothing but good can
result by a continnance of this dechate this
evening. 1 wish to refer specially to the
question of water comscrvation, irrigation,
anil drainage, and the application of hy-
draulic science to the development of the
State. This prosaic heading would not lead
hon, members to think that there was much
material out of which to build romance, or
from which to indulge in propheey so far as
the future is coneerned. Hon, members
might go back some 28 years and thiak what
has been aecomplished sinee that time, and
what would have been the feelinga of the
members of the first Legislative Assembly
to git in this State if they could have under-
stood what would be accomplished in these
matters by the year 1915, I am aure that if
an hon. member in those days had suggested
that this would happen his colleagues would
have had some doubt as to his sanity.

The Minister for Works: They were men
of strong convictions.

Mr, GRTFFITHS: Tt is possible that even
more than has been done might have been

-
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done during that period. The tone of the
debates during this session has been on a
higher level than many which have preeeded
it. The member for Kimberley has repent-
cdly drawn the attention of the House to the
great possibilities of the North and the
North-West, and the potentialities of thati
part of the State. That portion of Western
Australia is so vast that if the lower half
of the State were dropped into it it would
be lost therc. I take it that the efforts of
hon. members in advocating the development
of the northern areas of the State are of
an cducational nature. We have heard of
artosian Delts, the boring for water along
the stock voutes, and the damming ot the
rivers.
the immensity of the northern portion of the
State. Although I do not pose an an ex-
pert, T have always prided myself on my
knowledge of geography, but the other even-
ing I asked the member for Kimberley to
give me some idea as to the rivers in the
North. He ran off a string of names of
rivers in his eclectornte and gave me the
names of ten or 12, of which I knew three or
four, and finished up hy saying that there
were geores of rivers therc. The member for
Ashburton alse ran off a string of names of
rivers and said there were scores in his part
af the State. Probably no vote in the Eati-
mates has more romance attached to it than
this one. 1 do not pose as 2 speeial advo-
eate for the North-West, but I have been
constraincd to . speak on this vote for a
speeial reason. A friend of mine, who has re-
cently returned from India, has told me of
the enormous development that has been
brought about in India through irrigation
and water conservation. He was enlhusiastic
in regard to what had been done so far as
the building of the great tanks along the
river courses was concerped, and about the
building of the miles of embankments, and
he also waxed enthusiastic ns to what hagd
boen done in southern India, where great
rivers had been impounded, tunnels driven
through mountains, and water conveyed to
land which otherwise would have been dry,
We have a great heritage in the North-West
of this Btate. Although we have not the
chenp labour they have in India, it i8 possible
we may learn something from that country,
My friend stated that 50 years ago in India
there were 300 miles of railway, and that
the turnover was_ 40 million peunds per an-
num. To-day there are 32,000 wmiles of rail-
way, fed by 37,000 miles of metal roads and
the turnover rcaches the enormous figure of
260 millions sterling per annum. This was
brought about by irrigation and water stor-
age mathods. There is nearly the equivalent
of the size of Great Britain, namely, 119,000

square miles, wvnder rice alone in India, ~

75,000 square miles onder millet, and 33,000
square miles under wheat. So far a3 the
north of this State is concerned, with its
seores of rivers and other advantapes, we
have something which we in the South-West
do not recognise, When I was in the East-
orn States I saw notices in the windows say-

We in the South-West do not realise
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ing, **Buy Tweed River bananag,'’ Our
shops should be displaying the sign, ‘‘Buy
Gascoyne River bananas.’” With regard to
our coastal swamp lands, we have at our
back dJdoor at Herdsman’s Lake 13,000 acres
of larid on which it is possible to grow all
the fruit and vegetables vequired for the
metropolitan areas. The member for Sounth
Fremantle has Leen energetic in bringing for-
ward the eclaims of Jandaket, of which we
ghall hear more in the near future. The mem-
ber for Bunbury peointed out that we have
not given that consideration fo drainage in
this country that we should have done. Our
voastal swamp lands mean drainage: With
regard te irrigation we know that in ancient
and modern times irrigation and water com-
gorvation have played no small part in the
development of those countries which have o
two season climate, and have large areag of
arid and semi-arid lands. Those countries
carry o large population per aere, a greater
population than is found in thc cities. Tn
India two-thirds of the people are on the
land, and the same applies to Egypt. Of the
newer countries, the United States has ten
million aeres of 1land under irrigation
methoda of cultivation, and  there are 40
million pounds of private capital invested in
those lands. Nothing makes a eountry more
prosperous than settlement by irrigation, and
nothing tends more to the promotion of the
general welfare of the community.

Hon. P, Collier: Victoria and New South
Wales have spent millions of pounds in irri-
gation in rccent years.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: Whilst we have done
a great deal we have not done anything like
23 much in proportion as the Eastern States
have done. Irrigation means a contented
population, because it does away with that
isolation and lonely life which is the bane
of rural life. Rural loneliness is the bane of
rural life.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Can you get irriga-
tion without rivers?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We have in the South-
West plenty of smali rivers, which will lend
themaselves to an irrigation scheme. Vietoria

is in the van in respect of irrigation, New
South Wales has not been so vigorous.
The WMinister for Works:  What about

Burrinjuck?

Mr. GRTFFITHS: That contains as much
water a8 Sydney harbour. Tt has been com-
strueted at a cost of LY milliens of money,
and it irrigakey 500,000 acres of land. They
have also other schemes in New South Wales,
but Vietoria takes the palm. Mr, Hugh Old-
ham, who has just left this depariment, pub-
lished a little booklet a few years ago, from
which T read the following:—

Tn Vietorin they have 37,475 seres un-
dur Inegrne, 11 +waterworks distriets, 18
irrigation and water supply distriets, three
waterworks trusts, the Mildura Trusi, 13
millien geres of land supplied with water
for stoek and household purpeses, 215,213
acres wnder irrigation, while 14,000 acres
are irrigated under permit or license; also
135 towns, exclusive of prineipal cities and
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suburbs, are supplied with water. The
rainfall ranges from 12 to 15 inches in the
iorthern Wimmera fo seven imches and
down to even five inches in parts of the
mallee country. There are to-day many
very suceessful farmers with valuable and
substantial farms, due to the improved
methods of cultivation, and to the supply
of water for stoek and other purposes in
the mallee country . , . . ., Farmers are
now successfolly growing wheat and graz-
ing sheep right through the mallee, as far

North as Mildura, and the supply of water

is being pushed further afield every year,
That is the way water conservation and irri-
gation have been carried out in Vietoria,
South Aunstralia has also been very vigorous,
and we read the other day of an enocrmouns
dam to be constructed on the head-waters
of the Murray River. TIn Western Australia
we have not gene in for water supplies on a
large seale, except in the case of the Mun-
daring Weir, which supplies the goldficlds
and, in crossing the wheat belt, supplies also
a large area of agrienltural districts with
water., The department has eecrtainly done
some fine work, and a good deal of credit
is dne to the late Minister for Works, Mr,
W. D. Johnson, An energetic campaign of
boring waa ecarried out in the wheat belt,
and although a lot of salt water was found,
yot- good 'work was done. Moreover, large areas
were supplied from Government dams, Re-
cently T attended a meeting at Bruee Rock,
at which two resolutions were passed.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Are yon surc they
were not inspired?

Mr. GRIFPFITHS: T think the Mouse gen-
erally gives me eredit for sincerity. This
suhject is of great importance, and only good
can result from discussing it, We shonld
have o more gencral distribution of the Gold-
fields Water Supply than at present obtaing,
The first resolution passed at Bruce Rock
wns as follows:—

That this distriect generally be serverl
with the scheme water, and a scheme be
prepared to serve the whole road board
distriet.

‘Whilst that, if carried, would snpply local
requircments, still the bigger question of
supplying the wheat belt with seheme water
ought to engage the attention of the depart-
ment. It was held that if higger bodies of
water eould bhe handled, not only would a
direcet benefit be derived from the inereased
production, but it would be a more profitable
proposition for the department.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Tt has already pa.ld
splendidly—on the wrong side of the ledger.

Hon. P, Collier: How much is owing by
the farmers up there?

The Minister for Works: Some £26,000,

Hon. . Collicr: Which they will not pay,
although you reduced the price to them.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I repeatedly hear it
said that the farmers will not pay. One
wonld think they were a lot of scamps. I
know we have somo there who would dodge
there linbilitics, but such men are to be fonnd
in all communities.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin; After all the motor-
cars you showedl us there you cannot plead

poverty.

Hon. P, Collicr: They had every sign of
wealth np there.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: We always put our

best goods in the shop window,

The Minister for Works: On a point of
order. We are not discussing the Goldﬁelds
Water Supply.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. mcmber is
comparing ihat scheme with other schemcs
embodied in the ¥stimates. I think he is in
order,

Mr. GRIFIITHS: I am speaking under
the heading of ‘‘water supplies in country
districts and on the goldfields,’’ The second
}-csniution passed at Bruce Rock was as fol-
ows:—

~That the Government be approached to

qupp[y the whole wheat belt with a scheme

at a sufficiently reasonable rate to allow
of farmars raising stoek.
This is a subsidiary scheme running off the
poldfields scheme. We know that in the
maliee country Iarge arcas have been sup-
plicd with water, resulting in greatly en-

hanced produetivity. From Mr. Oldham’s
boeklet T read the following:—
Agoin, concerning the wholesale sup-

plies of water for farming purposes there
are three large schemes of this deseription
in South Australia. Thosc schemncs cover
areas which could not otherwise have been
suceessfully developed, and there i3 no
doubt that, in respect to these proposals,
the indireet advantage is sufficient to war-
rant. the partial nationalisation of the
works. . . . The peenliar regularity of the
Western Australian elimate, with its long
dry summer, deomands a vigorous irriga-
tion poliey in order that development may
proceed. Tt is certain that the Sonth-West,
with its Ffertile lands, will never be fully
reprodiuetive until this work is undertaken.
Dairying and its allied industrics cannot
be suecessfully cstahlished until closer
settlement areas are formed and summer
fodders are cnltivated. Western Aus-
tralia, with its magmﬁcent climate and
valuahle land, will shortly attract its full
share of 1mn;ngr:mta and land seekers, but
this will onlv come ahout to its fullest ex-
tent through the development of these
natural resources which havae been referred
to, when it will be possible te provide as
much vavicty as-is available at the present
time in the Fastern States.
We have a great responsibility in that, while
we have not large rivers, such as oceur in the
TFastern States, we have many small schemes.
I helieve the Minister has some 17 surveys
that have hecn taken on the Collie, Serpen-
tine, Murray, Harvey, Brumawick, Drakes-
brook, and other rivers between Perth and
Bunbury, which will irrigate 150,000 acres
of land. The Aamming of the Vork Tood-
yny, Beverley, Northam, and Avon seetion is
cene of those things that will como in the
fnture, but so far has been nractically un-
investignted. We can grow lucerne hetter
than it can be grown in Vietoria. This i8 a
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question well worthy of consideration. W
often lhave quoted to us the returns from
dildura and other places in the Eagtern
States, but we have records in onr own State
quite equal to anything that has been achievedl
in the Eastern States. I think more atten-
tion vught to be paid to this question of
water conservation and irrigation. This
House might reasonably and for the benefit
of the eountry consider the matter of water
storage and irrigation, particularly along our
ranges here. At Northam Mr, Watts’s er-
chard has produeed some magunificent results.
He i9 trrigating his land and utilising what
supplics of water he can get. In some of
these places 1 have scen the fruit packed
and T know that what has becn stated is
correet. At Kalamunda four-year old eitrug
trees ure carrying up to three cases without
distress.  Trees under 15 years old have
carricd from 20 to 23 cases per treo, and
43 lomon trces of the same age returned 600
eases of fruit, 23 cases being taken from
one tree at one picking. At Mr. Butcher’s,
Kelmscott, 53 trces 23 years old, carry from
30 to 50 enses per tree, while Mr. Bucking-
ham’s aged trees at Roleystone carried up
to 40 cases per tree. At Mr. Fawcett’s, at
Pinjarra, 19 orange trees necarly 30 feet
high and 53 years of age, have returned as
much as L300 in one season. These illustra-
trate some of {he possibilities of ocur eeun-
try. Mention has been made of the tos-
sihility of supplying water in the Avom

Valley. 'The natnral resources of this valley
make it a somewhat more  difficult
problem, but we have a class of coun-
try and  climate unsurpassed for fruit
growing. Tt is similar in many re-

spects te the decomposed granite of the
south coast of New South Wales. This is
the class of soil which Mr. Wattg is irrigat-
ing at Northam. Trrigation is absolutely
necessary in order to obtain the best results,
bhut the Avon Valley has the advantage that
it ean grow to perfection a larger variety of
fruits, including all citrus types and vines.
Furthermors, the climate of this district is in
every way suitable for drying fruit without
artificial aids, A thorough investigation of
the natural resources of the Aven Valley is
warranted, in order that this particular
source of wealth might be exploited to the
fullest extent. I hope some day to see n
sheet of water atretching from Bever-
ley to York and from York to Northam.
York, the mosat picturesque inland town in
Western Australia, bas its natural beauty
marred in summer time by the ugly

Mr. O’Loghlen: Member who represents
¥

it

Mr. GRIFFITHES: No, by the ugly mnd
flats when the river is low. Such a stretch
of water would be of immense utility for in-
tense cultire and .would he a thing of heauty
and a joy for ever.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Tranhoe) [10.4] :
The question of water conservation is the
most important one which has been before
the Committee and it always will he. The
member for York should be congratulated
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o the informative speech he has delivered
this evening.

Hon. W. C. Angwin;
take mueh netice "of it

Mr. LUTEY: It is regrettable that so
few farming members were in their places to
hear it. It would have beeen instructive to
them and I hope they will peruvse ¢‘Han-
sard?’ and learn what the hon. member said.
The member for York referred to the scores
of rivers in the North-West, and T was
pleased to hear this refergnece. I hope that
some day we shall have a2 Parliamentary
visit to that part of the State. A celebrity
in Perth has a scheme to irrigate the eastern
goldfields from the rivers in the North-
West. He should have a talk with the mem-
ber for York and perhaps we might be able
to bring what is regarded as s far-fetched
scheme to fruition.

Hon. W. C. Angwin;
money for it

Mr. LUTEY: I have a lively reeollee-
tion that, on our trip to the Wheat Belt,
the Premier asserted that it id not pay
farmers to give more than 23, 6d. per thou-
sand gallong for water., We were informed
that a number of residents from Cheshire,
experts in cheese making, could not c¢ngage
in that industry owing to the water with
which they were supplied. The Premier said
it would be fitting to call their cheese not
Cheshire but dam cheese, It was a jocular
remark, but I hope the farmers will see
their way to clear off the £26,000 owing to
the departinent and that the department will
supply the water at 2s, 6d. a thousand gal-
lons. The member for York said £8,000 had
been spent on the eastern goldfields. Even
if a good many more thousands were spent
on the eastern goldfields, it would be justi-
fied, espeecially ut the present stage.

The Minister for Works: That is only for
outside prospecting supplies.

Mr. LUTEY: I should like to know the
position regarding the pipes from the Cool-
gardie line to Hampton Plains. The Min-
ister has been particularly encrgetic in ve-
gard to this matter, and I congratulate him
for taking action at the precise moment to
supply water to that distriet. He referrsd
to the amount of revenuse collected. The op-
portwnity is present and, with a forceful
Minister such as the Minister for Works, who
I believe realise the position, there is seope
for the useful expenditure of more money.
Expenditure is justified to supply water not
only to Hampton Plains but to the south of
Boulder right through for 60 miles to what
is known as the ‘‘Orehin lecases east of Laka
Lefroy. The Vietory lease and 13 other
leases have been applied for, I have met
men who have taken up these leases, but
practieally the whole of the men have had to
leave the district, which is said to be one of
the most promising in the State, on account
of the lack of water, If the Minister conld
make arraugements to supply o small con-
densing plant, it would be of great value to
the prosperity of this portion of the State.
It would result in incrersed popwlation and

His party did not

The State ’has no
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-consequently more revenue, and the Water
'Bupply Department would be in a more buoy-
ant position.

The Minister for Works: If you call at
“my office I shall have the engineer there to
talk it over. )

Mr. LUTEY: I shall do so. It is diffi-
eult to get down to that part of the
eonntry, I believe there is o future before
it but, if they receive this assistance, there
will be something big deing. T should like
‘to know what progress has been made with
the pipe line running towards Hampton
Plains?

The Minister for Works:
‘to get the pig iron.

Mr. LUTEY: The lack of water is very
gerious, If it had not been for the thunder-
storms on the goldfields recently, Hampton
Plains would have been deserted. The only
-supply they bave is the water carried there
in tanks by the Lakeside Firewood Company.
"The rains have eked out the supply for a
week or two and a good number of men are
working on the line. This i3 a big proposi-
-tion, covering as it does such a big arca of
country. I believe we shall have numerous
‘mining camps along that line of country,
where gold is being discovered at the pre-
-sent time. T appreciated the remarks of the
member for York regarding water conserva-
tion. I had an opportunity five years ago to
‘be at the laying of the foundation of the
Planchetown lock in SBouth Australia. Owing
to interstate jealousies between Vietoria and
New South Wales and South Australia, it
took many years to come to an agreement,
"but progress is now heing made and this
~work will be in the interests of the people of
Australia  generally. A bishop who was
asked what wounld be the best thing fo do
-with the water supply of London replied,
“¢Dam it,’? His hearers thought he was
-gwearing, but what he said was quite cor-
reet, Everything possible should be done to
congerve water in this eountry. .Every effort
-should be made to supply these new goldfields
with water, even if it is necessary to put up
smaller eondensers to assist the prospectors
further out,

The trouble 18

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [1013]: I
-eongratulate the Minister on his statement
‘that he is taking care to keep clear the
main drains to the South-Weat, but if we are
going to give the South-West its due, it will
"be neeessary to construct a system of main
drains throughout the whele coastal territory,
more especially from Perth downwards, per-
“haps as far as the Lecuwin or beyond. While
‘the Minister is willing to assist in this direce-
tion, in those distriets where the Government
“have assisted liberally, the residents have not
respondled. There is a drainage area within
my clectorate ealled Lennox drainage
area. That was put in, though not intention-
~ally, at the expensc of the Government;
there was some misunderstanding and the
cost of the scheme had to be borne by the
Government; consequently, it is really a
-nationnl scheme. The Minister supgested
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that the people deriving benefit from the
scheme should finance the upkeep and main-
tenance, and with him I am entirely in ac-
cord. I have done my utmost, since T have
represented the distriet, to induce the people
benefiting from the scheme to contribute the
necessary funds for the preservation of the
scheme. It is evident that if some steps are
not taken to maintain that scheme, it must
in a great measure rovert to its original
state. 1 hope the people concerned will re-
alise that, and will contribute sufficient
money to maintain the works constructed by
the Goverament. One important work car-
ried out in my district by the Government is
the Stirling Estate drainege scheme, and I
have to thank the Minister for having
granted during the past year sefficient
money, £500, to place that scheme in work-
able order. Previously the scheme did not
give cffect to the intentions of the engineer,
and consequently land which had been
bought at great expense by the settlers on
the Stirling Estate was of little value fo
them.  Since the expenditure of the £500
provided by the Minister, the scheme has
proved tuite adequate. There is a very
large area of country extending from Perth
southwards which to-day is practically lying
idle. The solution of the diffienlty is to he
foumd in a drainage scheme, Tt is useless
for settlers to drain for themselves, because
they only drain from their own properties to
the properties of other people, and so the
henefit- of one is counterbalanced by the
damage of ancother.

Mr. Lambert: But moeh land is loeked
up for spceulative purposes.

Mr. PICKERING: Not of the land that
would become valuable by being drained. Tt
has heen demonstrated in my own electo-
rate that drainage brings valueless land into
froition.  Settlers in my electorate to-day
are making good on such land in the dairy-
ing and potato-growing industries. I am
glad to learn from the Minister that he has
provided sufficient funds to replace the Won-
nerup flood gates, which were washed away
by a heavy flow of water last winter. Until
they have been replaced, the swamps border-
ing on the Wonnerup Estuary will remain
water-logged. I am glad the Minister is keep-
ing his eyc on drainage schemes throughout
the South-West. The cost of drainage works,
T observe, is to be somewhat increased; but
one cannot regret that increase in view of
the fact that it is due to a raising of wages.

[Mr. Stubbs resumecd the Chair.]

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle [10.22]: ¥ do not know whether to
compiiment the Minister or condemn him.
Certainly he is responsible for the shower
of requests to-night, and also for the unholy
allinnce entered into between my eolleague
the member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe and
the member for York, Evidently members
feel that the Minister is passing through a
period of generosity, that his heart just
now is open to all who ask, He has



bronght this upon himself. How happy
could we ba if only we eould secure all the
millions of money required to carry out
ine great works suggested by the member
for York! We are to bring the rivers of
the North-West, right frem Kimberley,
down to York for irrigation purpeses. It
will not cost much. A wave of the wand,
and the thing is deone. Members who put
forward such huge propositions fail to
realise that thoy live in a eountry which
has a population of only 300,000, and that
those 300,000 ‘people must fail to obtain
the enormous sums required to carry out
such works, What has been the cause of
all these demands? The Minister has de-
cided that he can supply the people of the
agricultural arcas with water and allow
them to break their promises and disregard
their agreements. The water is to be sup-
plied to them at the expense of the other
people in this State. In the past the people
of the agriecultural argcas have condemned
the Coolgardic Water Scheme. They have
said that the scheme did not refurn ex-
penses, However, in this division affecting
the people of the agricultural areas we.find
a loss of £23,163; and in face of that loss
the Minister has reduced the agricultoral
water rate. In the metropolitan area,
where the water supply shows an acerued
surpiug of several thousands of pounds, he
has increased the sewerage rate. Aeccord-
ing to the last return concerning water sup-
ply to the agrieultural areas, the expensca
exceeded the receipts by £212. That does
not sound mueh. But it must be borne in
mind that not a penny iz charged to the
agricultural areas for pumping the water,
or for the mains that carry the water to
the agricuitural areas, or for the reservoirs
supplying those areas. All thosc costs are
charged to the goldfields people. Yet the
Minister has reduced the rate in the agri-
cultural areas by one penny per acre, and
the cost of excess water nsed in thosc areas
from 6s, to 23, 6d. Practieally, the farmers
can have dounble the quantity of water for
the same moncy as previonsly. And then
the Premier tells us that we shounld dis-
continue the payment of sinking fund on
account of the Coolgardie Water Bcheme
loan because we shall be able to meet that
loan when it falls due. Mecantime the Min-
ister for Works is giving away money.

The Minister for Works: There may be

a loss of £3,000 involved to the country.
Hon, W. . ANGWIN: The loss is over
£23.000, or nearly the amount of the sink-
ing fund payment. No wonder the member
for York and the member for Ivanhoe and
the member for Sussex ask for millions
when Ministers are so generous! 1 am
aurprised that those hon. members should
make their requests when the clection 18
still 12 months off. Can we in the present
condition of our revenune afford to reduca
water rates below what is alrcady an un-
payable proposition §  Last session the
Minister held, with me, that those people
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had failed to carry out their obligation.
One member has said that farmers take no
notice of summonses. Month by month the
position is getting worse, During the
drought of 1814, the Government then in
office spent £90,000 on wafer supply to
keap these people on the land. These

people were niever off the Government door- -

step until they had been promised that the
water pipes would be put in, These people
signed goarantees. The majority of these
People agreed by their votes to meet the
Jayments for water. Thuy said they reecog-
nised that the. scheme water would be in
the maturc of an inswrance. Since then the
conntry has gone back te the extent of
millions, The present Government do mnot
know how to handle money at all; they
simply give it away. Under existing con-
ditions they actually reduce water rates by
practically one half,

Hon. P. Collier: And only to one vection
of the community.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. The Min-
ister has brought on his own head the de-
mands made by thée Country party.

The Minister for Works: I ghall
them.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If those members
put the serew on, the Government respond
at once. The Minister ought to serve all
the people alike. If there is a loss in this

meet

connection, the goldfields people are made -

partly responsible. No one can say what
the loss i3, seeing that the charges for the
supply of water to the agricultural areas
Ikave been so largely debited to the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme as a whole. Those
chiarges have veally been debited to the
people on the goldfields, who have to pay
a water ratc of 1s. 6d. in the pound, and
who have to pay for their excess water at
the rate of 6s. or Ts. per thousand gallons.
They have to pay everything so far as they
are concerned, and then, we find other
reople recciving this water at a loss to the
State, Ts that fair ? The time has arrived
when fair play should be given to all parts
of the State. The same thing applies to
the metropolitan area. There is a surplua
of several thounsand pounds, and yet the
rate is increased; while in the other case,
where there is a loss, the rate is reduced.
What is the reason for that? The only con-
elusion 1 can come to is that it is a part of
the bargain to keep the Government in office.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie)} [10.32]: Tt
is time that members of this Assembly rea-
lised that a comprehensive water supply
scheme shonld be undertaken in this State.
There arc on the goldficlds certain arecas that
could he utilised for pastoral purposes if a
water supply were obfained. I regret to say
that so far the Minister has not dealt with
the question, Provision has been made for
snpplying water on stock routes and m many
other places, but in thig important matter of
the pastoral aveas on the goldfields the Min-

ister has either overlooked it or is indif- -

ferent towards it. We have big ureas of
reasonahly decent pastoral country on the
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goldfieids, and these areas could he mtocke:d
if water facilitics werc giveu.
The Minister for Works: 1 will take the

matter into consideration aud wmake in-
quiries,
Mr. LAMBERT: I would also like to

. gently remind.the Minister that this has been
going on for the past two or three years,
When Sir Heory Lefroy was Fremior I drew
his attention to the faet that large areas of
goldfields land ecould he utilised for pastoral
purposes if arrangements were made to sup-
Py water,

The Miuister for Works: Yon went to the
wrong Minister. .

Mr. LAMBERT: T am aware of that now,
and also that the Mivister for Works is in
his present position in perpetuity. I am now
bringing the matter beforc him on the floor

.of the House. I know he is interested in
this vast territory. Those whe have water
facilities there, either by way of dams ov
wells, aro making & reasonable thing by fol-
lowing pastoral pursuits. I do mnot say the
land is equal to that of the Kimberleys or
‘the Murghison, but I am led to believe that
if water ean be obtained at a reasonable rate
in the season when it is required, an arca of
territory a couple of hundred miles Dbeyond
the head of the railways could be utilised
for pastoral purposes.

‘The. Minister for Worka: They have any
amount of water beyond Leonora,

Mr., LAMBERT: It should be an obliga-
tion on the pait of the Government to afford
facilities for conservation, TUnlike the mem-
her for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin),
I consider that the question of providing
water supplies should be a mnational oune.

‘There was an initial mistake made in the
provision of interest and sinking fuud in

« eonneetion with the goldfields water scheme.
It the Minister was conversant with the re-

« quirements of the outback districts he wonld
agroe that the money could be utilised for

- pastoral purposes, If he cannot see his way

* to make provision for water conservation, he

: ghould utilise the scheme water to give rea-
acnable help to those who are trying to add

“to the wealth of the State.

Mr. ANGEL.O (Gaseoyne) [10.37]: I am
pleased to learn that the doctrine of my
friend the member for Kimberley and I bave
heen preaching—the development of the
North-West by irrigation and other methods
—has at least found a disciple in the mem-
ber for York (Mr, Griffiths), T think that if
we peg away we will make sufficient friends,

- antdl then we shall be able to compel the
Government to roalise the necessity for pro-
viding a comprehensive scheme by whieh it
will be possible to develop that huge portion
of our State, the North-West, and so convert
it into o vnluahle asset. The figures given
by the member for York with regard to irri-
gation in Tndia are very interesting, and T
am pleasedl that they were submitted to the
Flonse. India has been developed in a won-

- derful way of late years by means of irriga-
tion. Hon. members who take an intercst

“in Indian matters will have noticed that
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every speech made by the Vigeroy at the
opening of Parliament contains a reference
te the wonderful strides India is making in
production as the result of irrigation. I
Lave read some works on the subject, and I
have also discussed the matter with people
who huve come from India, and I have been
assuredl that the irrigation methods are not
restricted to runniug rivers, such as is being
dene in the .Eastern States, but also to
what might be termed dry rivers like those
we have in the North-West. These are being
harnessed by the construction of weirs and
damy, and large aveas of what weve dry
lands have been made cultivable. A good
deal of irrigation is alse doue in India by
lifting water from wells and distributing it.
Receutly the Minister for Works was geod
enungh to allow one of his engineers, Mr,
Arney, to nccompany me to the Gascoyne.
We a1l realise that Mr. Arney is one of the
hest experts we have on irrigation methods.
Bué on his arrival at Carnarvon he
admitted that the conditions there were
foreign to any he had been previously
acquainted with. That is why I want
to impress again on the Geovernment
the advisability of requesting the Indian
Government to assist us by letting us
have for a tiime the services of an engineer
who bas beon acrustomed to irrigation works
similar to thuse which we wonld need to con-
striuct in the North-West, The engineers in
India are familinr with the best methods for
dealing with dry and running rivers, such
us those of the Gascoyme. This would not
involve the State in any very great expense,
sl tho lLenefit that would be gained wonld
be considerable. If we are to wait until we
van teach our owrn enginecrs the methods it
13 advisable to adopt in conncetion with the
irrigation of lands sueh as those of the
North-West, it will be many years before we
can do anything. Such a delay will mean a
vonsiderable loss, not only to the State but
to private individuals, I ask the Government
to take this matter seriously into considera-
tion, a3 it will pay the Government to follow
the course T have suggested.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
T, George—Murray-Wellington—in  roply)
[10.42]: L am pleased with the earnest toue
that has heen adopted by lion. members in
conneetion with the debate on these Hati-
mates, and T thank those hon. membera who
have made generous references to myself.
With regard to the matter brought forward
by the member for York (Mr. Griffiths)}, that
of taking water o distance of 25 or
30 miles, it could very easily be dis-
missed by an assemblage of farmers or
anyone else. But before I could recom-
mend such a proposal to the Govern-
men, I would have to ac¢quaint my-
self with the probable cost, and then there
would be the diffievlty of where the money
was to come from. Tt is not mueh use my
going to the Treasurer and saying that Bruce
Rock wants a main down there, and that
the memher for the distriet would guarantee
that the people would pay for it. We have
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ta take these things seriously, and although
we may be satisfied that the area referred
to by the hon. member requires attention, it
is Impossible at the present time to do what
the hon. member asks. The hon. member’s
speech was very instruetive, but I would
have preferred it to have been delivered
on a wmotion to deal with the matter,
and in connection with which it would
have been possible for me to collect
and give him information of value. As
to the matter brought forward by the
member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe (Mr. Lutey)
regarding Hampton Platns, 1 assure him it
has not been lost sight of. The hon, member
was good cnough to say that the engineer
had shewn foresight in conmection with the
matter, The diffienlty up te date has been
in regard to pipes, and the procuring of pig
iron from which to inake them, I believe,
however, there is a shipment on the way, and
if the c‘levelopments at Hampton Plains aro
sufficiently encouraging wo time will be lost
in having the pipes made.

Mr. Lutey: I vnderstood he had sufficient
pipes for the work.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
not so. If the pipes were available
and the prospects warranted it, I would
induee the Government to find the eash and
let me get on with the work. There is not
likely to be any danger of a shortage of
water. I told the hon. member by interjes-
tion that if ke would eall upon me at my
office T would arrange for the chief enginecr
to meet him, and we could then consider the
question of the Orchard lease and also that
of a small condensing plant. Everything
that can legitimately be done in matters of
this sort shoutd be done. The member for
North-Fast Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) gave
me o dressing down for having reduced the
rates in certain agricultural arcas.

Mr. Duff: They were too high in the first
placc

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I am in
accord with the member tor North-East Fre-
mantle. Whether the price was too high or
not, however, is a question. If people induee
the Government to spend money by saying
that they will ecarry ont their obligations,
then they should keep their word. Tt is not
the only part of Western Australin where
the people have induced the Government to
spend money and have neglected to carry
out their own obligations. T ask hon, mem-
bers to remember that, however pleasing it
may be to work in with their constituents,
they have a higher duty than that, namoly
their duty to the State. They must say to
their constituents that if they wish to pnt
forward claims for consideration by the Gov-
ernment and by the people’s Chamber, it is
not a good way of going about it to induce
the Government to spend moncy om a gnar-
antee from them, and then endeavour to
avoid fulfilling that guarantee, such ay has
heen done in many of the districts of West-
crn Australiz. The loss that will enaue to the
State will be in the rogion of £3,200, but
it is belicved that the reduction in the water
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rate, and the giving of an extra quantity-
of water to the people for their rate, will
cnable them to start keeping stoek, which
they cannot do under the old conditions. If°
that is 8o, and I helieve it is, I do not think
the loss of £3,000 should be shrunk from by
the Government which, in other direections,
spends hundreds of thousands of pounds in
trying to establish people on the land. There
is o considerable sum due from the settlers.
by way of arrears of rates. Having made
this redwetion and given them an opportun-
ity of seeing whether what they believe can
be catried out can be done, it will bo the

Auty of the Government to insist upon the

payment not only of the rates in conneetion
with thia but of the arrears of the past. I
did not want, and I do not want, to take
drastic action in regard to such a matter
until I am sgatisfied that the settlers have the:
money in their pockets. With the harvest
that 18 just coming in, and after the payment
they receive, if they do not pay up their
arrears we shall have to tickle them and en-
deavour to get the money ouf of them,

Mr. Lutey: ‘‘Tickle them’’ is good.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
member for Coolgardie wants me to pro-
vide a water supply in the pastoral gold-
fields. The only pastoral portion of the
goldficlds that I lknow of is around
Leonora.  There is available abuddant
water there. Whether it can be con-
served or not is another matter. In
the present financial position of the State,
and the probable finaneial position for the
next few years, the Government are pre-
cluded from cntertaining such a gigantic
scheme ns that suggested by the hon. mem-
ber. - The member for Gaseoync has made a
suggestion that we should get an expert from
India. I assure him that the proposal will
receive due consideration. Tt will be well
thought over and inquiries will be made, and
if it should happan to come within the range
of practieal politics, T am sure the hon. mem-
ber will be satisfied with what will be done.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Perth City Markets, £078. Hon, F.
E. 8. Willmott, Minister:

Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [1050]: I
should like some information as to these-
markets, and what will be done with regard
to the colleetion of rubbish, corrugated iron
and insanitary smells that are found there
'so close to the railway station. Thesze mar-
kets are the only recal rival in the city to the-
septiec tanks, abeut which we hear so much
from the member for East Perth, It was
the original intention of the Government to.
provide new markets for Perth. The years,
however, have gone on and we still bave the
same unsnghtly and insanitary place that we
bave had for so long. Tt would almest ap-
pear that they were there forever. We are
entitled to know from the Minister what he-
proposes to de in the matter of providing
markets for this growing and important
city. Markets bave for all time been an im-
portant factor in city life. It should be omne-
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-of the principal features in any city of
which the inhabitants should be proud. In
‘the days of the Roman Empire Dbeantiful
buildings to form the market places were
-erceted in all the principal towns. Is it the
intention of the Government of to-day to
provide the biggest contrast they ean to the
‘markets of so many hundreds of year ago?
We find at present in these strange hotch-
potch buildings at the ecorner of William and
Wellington streets a place that is difficult to
approach on aeccount of smells, and at the
bottom end therc is a perpetual accumulation
of stagnant water, I do not think that would
he tolerated in any private building in the
State. We have 2 market there for the pur-
pose of selling fish and distributing commo-
dities that are intended for human consump-
tion, but adjeining it there is this filthy
water, the accumulation of many days. Even
if a big flush of water is run down the wholo
market it dpes not remove all the stagnant
water.

The Premier: Where is this?

Mr. JONES: At the markets. I only
wish the Premier would see it as T have seen
it on mauy oceasions. .The tables on which
the fish i set out for sale are covered with
tin tops, At Fremantle the fish tables are
covered with slate tops. At the same time
one has to go from Fremantle to Perth in
order to buy fish, although we have in Fre-
mantle better markets for selling it than is
‘the case in Perth, At the Perth markety
there is also the old sanitary system still in
vogue, notwithstanding the fact that the new
gystem is at the very doors of the markets
and therc are all the conveniences necessary
for a deep drainage scheme. This old sys-
tem exigts within a few yards of the place
in which the food is being distriboted to the
publie. It is o wonder the people do not
rise up and tear the place down. It is a
breeding ground for disease and contagion.
It seems to me that the Premier has his
mind sct entirely on the country, and is so
busy giving away millions in the Sovth-West
on broad acres and eows that he has not
time to think of this disgraccful state of
affairs in the heart of the ecity. Tt would
seem to bo the intention, by bad smells and
the general surroundings of these Perth mar-
kets, to drive people out of the metropoli-
tan arca ioto the country. The Premier
should make a statement on this subject.

Hon. P. Collier: That is one way of
populating the country districts.

My, JONES: It is one way of populat-
ing the e¢ity with flies. The stalls where the
fish is sold are a mass of cobwebs and an
accumtulation of years of dirt. It would be
fortunate for the people if a devastating
fire were to sweep through the building and
burn it down. e

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [10.567 : Where ignorance is bliss
tia folly to be wise. It is a good thing the
people do not know some of the things which
the hon. member has just spoken asbout. I
do not, however, think he has been to the
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Perth markets very often. L have been there
very often myself because I am interested
in the price the people have to pay for their

food. I go there to look at these prices.
Hon. P, Collier: The buildings are very
ancient.

The PREMIER: I know they are.

Hon. P. Collier: We wera about to build
new markets when you turned us out.

The PREMIER: The good intentions
ware there, These markets are in a bad way
und the land will soon be acquired for other
purposes. The leader of the Qpposition says
that some years apo it was intended to build
new markets, but the war has altered that,
I do not know that we can get another site
as eonvenient as this for the purpose. There
is no doubt that the Governmeut markets
have done good work and have been of bene-
fit to the public for many years. They are
certainly badly placed at the present time.
The buildings are old and somewhat dilapi-
dated, but they have served the purpose for
the moment. I have not seen the accumula-
tion of dirt referred to by the hon. member.
The next time I go there, however, T will
look for it.

Mr. Lutey:
veniences?

The PREMIER: I will see that the whole
thing is inquired into.

Hon. P. Collier: It was proposed to
ahandon the site, and that is why the sew-
erage works wer¢ not gone on with there.

The PREMIER: They have to be aban-
doned. The freezing works are water-logged
and it iz & wonder that Mr. Cairna was able
to keep going for so long. I will ask the
Minister in charge to look into the matter.
I am certain that he will rectify what can
be rectified.

What about the sanitary con-

Mr, Jones: Who controls them$
The PREMIER; The Minister for Agri-
culture. i

Ms. LUTEY (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) 711.0]:
Sceing that for years it has been intended
to reconstruct the Perth mackets and that
the Premier has now expressed the Govern-
ment’s intention of erecting new markets, I
express the hope that the markets to be built
will be of modern design, and something
very different from what exists here or in

the Eastern States at the present time. Tho
Eastern States markets of which I have

knowledge are all drab and dirty, and their
approaches are not whnt they should be.
The member for Forrest suggests to me that
‘T might say something about hbutchers’
shops, but if I got on to that subjeet X
might be regarded as stonewalling—I shounld
have so minny eriticismg and suggestions to
offer,  'With regard to the new mmarkets, I
carnestly hope that they will he of suech de-
gign and econstruetion as will make them &
eredit to Western Australia. The walls
should he of glass, so that the plaece will be
attractive,  Let ns have done with blank,
drab brick walls.

Ttem, Acting Manager (£600, lese amount
apportioned to other concerns), £25:
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Mr, JONES: FPerhaps the fact that the
manager of the markets receives only 10s.
per week—less than a charwoman'’s wage—
accounts for the bad condition of the mar-
kets,

The Premier: He reccives £600 a year.

Mr. JONES: Has the manager 23 other
Jobs besides that of managing the markets,
which is valued at one-twenty-fourth of his
salary? The management of the markets is
important, inasmuch as it coneerns the peo-
ple’s food. Were it not for the overlapping
of duties between the Perth City Couneil’s
health inspectors and those of the Gov-
ernment, the Health Department would long
ago have reported in favour of closing the
markets altogether., Is the manager ex-
pected to supervise the markets as regards
cleanliness?

The PREMIER: The officer here in ques-
tion is the manager of the markets, and his
salary is apportioned among his various
duties. ‘The markets are well managed, and
show a profit, and the public are well served.
The manager gees that the people about the
markets do their duty.

Vote put and passed

Railway Department, Hon. J. BScaddan
Minister. . .

Vote—Railways, £1,746,521.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
RAILWAYS (Hon. J. Secaddan—Albany)
[11.7]: Hon. members will naturally recog-
nisc that the railways represent ome of the
most important of the underfakings eon-
trolled by the Government, when they re-
alise that of the estimated revemue for the
current year something over two millions
gterling will be carned by the Railway De-
partment while of the expenditure sliown on
these Estimates about 1% miliions is al-
located to that ‘department. It would be as
well if I gave a short review of railway
operations during the year 1918-19 and drew
attention to certain reforms made during
reccnt months and to various proposals for
the future. Last year’s railway earnings
amounted to, roughly, £1,872,000, and the
working expenses for the same period fo
£1,572,000, leaving a surplus of earnings
over expenditure equal to £300,000. The
year’s inteccst payments on the capital im-
vested in our railways, however, amounted to
£665,000, <showing a loss of £364,000 on the
twelve months’ operations. The earnings ex-
ceeded the estimate hy £68,763. The items
chiefly responsible for this latter inerense
are—incerenses in salaries to officers under the
arbitration award, £20,000; payments to
returned  soldiers for nccummlated leave,
£6,500; and double pay granted te em-
Moyces  of the department who worked
on  Armistice day, £4,000, These three
items -alone account for £30,500. The cost
of materiall and stores required by the
department also inereased considerably
after the Estimates had been prepared and
submitted to Parliament, The estimated
railway revenue for the current finaneial
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year is £2,100,000, while the expenditure is.

estimated at £1,746,000; and if these-
estimates are realised there sbounld be
5 surplus of earnings over cxpenmses of
£354,000.  'Ipe year’s payments on account.

of interest in respect of capital invested.
in our ruilways will, however, amount to-
1£673,000; so that we may estimate a loss-
of approximately £320,000 on tke year’s
working. I should state that in the fram-
ing of these estimates the department did
not take into aecount any increased ex-
penditure for wages awarded by the Arbi-
iration Court. We koew there would be an
increase under this head, but it was im--
possible to foreecast with any dJdegree of
acenrncy what that increase would amount
to over the whole of the railway service.
We estimate that it will be not less than an:
ndditional £230,000, but it is impossible to:
exactly determine it just aow, The award
is somewhat difficult to interpret in a way-
that would enable us to determine the
[oint, beeause while the basic rate has been
fixed and could casily be applied to the rest
of the serviee, which the award does not
cover, there are so many alterations in the:
rates above the baaie rate that it is hard
to say just how they should apply to other
branehes of the service. The Commissioner-
has asked for auntherity to approach the-
several organisations and to offer them a
general  agrcement embodying  inereases.
commensurate with that given by the Arbi-
tration Court of 1s. 5d. per day. Whether-
¢r not that will be satisfactory, I cannot
aay, but if it is not "acceptable the rates:
which it is considered should be above it
will have to be determined by the court,
because there are no means Wy which we
ean apply the award to the rest of the
service. I mention this in order to let mem-
bers know that, as far as wc can see, the
inerease that will be shown over and above
the Estimates will approximate at lenst
£250,000. While we estimated the loss at
£319,000, it did show on the face of it an
imprevement on last year, which was a loss
of £364,000. If we accept the £364,000 of
Isst year, and add to that the increased
eost of coal, amounting to £30,000, and the
additional amount under the award of
£250,000, it will show a loss of £640,000 for
the year. Naturally, hon. membera are
concerned about the position of the railway
system. I do not know whether one can
fairly apply the principle laid down by the
member for North-East TFremantle {Mr.
Angwin) who in diseussing another division
of the Estimates contended that, if the cost
of the serviee inereased, those who got the
benefit should pay the incrense. I have not
consulted the Government in this, but it is
as welil that T should state m¥ own opinion,
which is that the general public must be
asked to make up the increased cost of
rendering those services. The inereascs had
to ecome. It was impossible for us to con-
tinne employing men who were rendering
n serviee to the general publie unless the
general public paid them a sufficient re-
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muneration. The inereages have been
.granted and the Treasury must ask the
geaeral public to find the ways and means,
Very many people imagine that an award

given against the Government is quite dif-

Terent from an award given against a private
employer. As a matter of fact, an award
sgiven againat the Government is an award
given against the gencral publie, and the
public must find the additional cost repre-
sented by the award. I do not wish it to
be understood that I complain of the
award. Personally, I think that under the
conditions prevailing in Western Australia,
the amounts granted, taken in the gross,
are not more than the men deserve. We
have no right to eall wpon any man to
render o service unless we pay him for his
sorvice.  The loss, therefore, will be ap-
proximately £640,000. Economies must be
introduced where practicable; but, after
all, it is not certain that any more cconomy
can  bhe introduced without reduneing the
officiency of the serviee. Although we may

by economy save a few pounds, it might”

mean n tremendous loss to the industries
of the State and to the gencral community.
We have to take into aceount that, owing
to the war, all the requirements of the de-
partment have increased tremendously in
-cost, and that there is no evidencc of an
immediate fall in those costs. Also we have
to remember that, during the war, supplies
were c¢ut to the bone. I believe the general
impression abroad was that, after the war,
prices would fall and that therefore we
were entitled to allow repairs and mainten-
ance to go by the board. Mamy of our
stations are a disgrace in respect of re-
newals, painting and general maintenance,
In some cases the necessary material has
Teen absolutely unprocurable. The attitude
adopted was te permit these things to stand
over for a time. Bat there does not appear
to be any sign of a fall in the cost of our
requirements. Things have been allowed
to get into a bad stale, for which successive
Governments have been responsible. We
now have to find additional moncy to again
render our service efficient. On the 1st
July, 1914, 838 locomotives were awaiting re-
rairs; on the same date this year the number
was 118. Tn 1914 we had 639 wagons await-
ing repairs; this year the number is 804, A
similar proportion exists in regard to ecar-
ringes. Again, owing to the pumber of men
who enlistad, there has been a general short-
age of labour. In many eases w¢ carried on
without increasing the staff, adopting the
simple expedient of calling upon those in the
serviee to allow their leave fo stand over,
Ad n resnlt of this, we found that on the
1st July of this year, 115,132 days of leave
had accumnlated; in other words the aceu-
mulated leave in the railway service now
stands at 367 years, which has to be paid for
in cash when the leave is taken. Our running
track, although quite safe, was allowed to get
into a state of disrepair. We have now to
do a great deal of re-sleepering and even re-
laying of our lines, What are we fo do to

-are almost unprocurable.
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meet the economic position? Naturally, the
reople will complain if an increase in charges
iy suggested. We shall be told that it will
eripple industry. 8till, the money must be
obtained ‘rom somewhere. If the service is
rendered in the interests of the general com-
nnity, the general community must find the
wherewithal fo earry on. So far as I ean
se¢, we shall have to revise the whole of the
charges on the railway system in order to
make good some of the loss which is aceruing
year by year. Thia does not include sinking
fund on our espital cost, but merely working
expenses and interest on capital charges, We
very often have the statement made that as
business inercases se will the revenue in-
crease, and in that way we shall make good
the less. 'That is not the case with regard
to the railway system. As the business in-
creases so do the costs of operating and
train mileage increase, While it is true that
the margin of loss hccomes less, it does not
deercase to the same extent which might be
assomed. Tach £100 of additional revenue
under the present system should give £35
towards the redoction of the deficit, so that
it will take a million in revenue to reduce
last year’s deficit of £350,000. Over and
above that there will be an additional
£350,000 loss this year, so that to meet the
loss on that hasis we will have to get two
millions addlitional revenue without interfer.
ing with freights and fares. Lnst year's
rgvenue was £1,873,000, The highest rev-
enue received by the Railway Department
was that of 1013-14, when the figures reached
£2257,000, with a population of 320,000
peeple.  In 1899-1900 the revenne was
£1,259,000 with a population of 172,000, It
thus took 14 years, and progressive years too,
for owr railway revenue to inerecase by s
million peunds,

Mr. Pickering: And mow you want to do
that in one year,

The MINISTER FOR MINER: No. The
general publie may have the impression that
it is only a question of increasing the rev.
anue in order to wipe out the loss, We must,
however, take into accounmt the fact that if
it took 14 vears to increase the railway rev-
enue by a million, we cannot possibly hope
to raise two millious in one year to wipe out
the deficit. We have therefore to leck in
cther direetions for an inerease of revenue.
Over and above everything, costs are rising,
while in many instances our requirements
With regard to
the basic wage, in 1914 it was Da.,, and now
it is 11s. I am merely stating these faets so
that the position may be appreciated. Take
Collie eoal, In 1914 it was 11s. per ton.
To-day the price is 16s. That is a pretty
hig rise. Whilst that scems to bo a sad tale
to have to tell the Houge, at the same time
we may compare our railway system with
thoge of the other States of Australia. Our
railways last vear showed a loss of £354,301.

[Mr. Foley took the Chair.]

Mr, Piclkering: Did that inclnde sinking
fundd
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They MINISTER FOR MINES: No, it in-
cluded loss on earnings and interest. South
Australia’s loss last year was £185,386, Vic-
toria £163,597, New South Wales £211,817,
and Queensland £1,418,473.

Mr. Willeoek: That loss was made up by
payment of additional wages.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This year
Quecnsland estimates a loss of two millions
upen the railways. Between 1914-15 and
1918-19, the period of the war, the loss on
the railway system of this State was
£042,000, whilst that of Queensland was
£3,688,000, Sonth Aunstralia £975,000, Vie-
toria £1,818,000, and New South Wales
£881,000. After all, therefore, cur railway
system is not as badly off in comparison with
some of those of the other States, particu-
tarly when we take into acecount that in
Westorn Australin we have a system which
provides a mile of ranilway for every 91 of
the population, and that is exelusive of the
Midland Company’s railway, as against one
ta 403 in New South Wales, one to 346 in
Vietoria, one to 196 in Seuth Australin, and.
one to 130 in Queensland. The work-
ing expenscs per mile in Western Aus-
tralin  compare very favourably with
any of the TFastern railway systems,
We have to face the position that
something must be done with regard to the
earning department of the railways in order
to more nearly approach the cost of operat-
ing our system, whieh naturally has a great
bearing on the industries of the State. T
cannot say anything more definite at this
stage with regard to the policy it is intended
to adopt to meet increased costs. We have
shown on the Estimates increased earnings
to the extent of £227,103 aver the figures of
last year. That is a fairly extensive inerease,
but 1 think we are justified in assuming that
that increase will be obtained because of the
harvest prospects, which are excellent. With
that inercased earnming of £227,000 we shall
have to expend an additional £174,000, not
taking into account the recent wages awardl
whieh will mean another snbstantial increase
in the expenditure. That is the point T am
trying to make, The margin is so small that
it requires tremendously increased earnings
to make good the loss. Increased revenue of
gourse means inereased mileage, and inereased
mileage means increased cost of operating.

Hon, P, Collier: You are expecting bigger
earnings than any year since 1913-14,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: We are
entitled to da so, as the prospects are better
than they cver were before. Of course n
good deal will depend on shinping.

Hon. P. Collier: You will not reap the
heneafit of the good harvest if you cannot get
the shipping.

The MINTSTER FOR MINTFR: That is
my point. Tn econneetion with the increased
cost of operating, it is well to mention that
the inerease in the price of Collic coal will
involve an afditional expenditure of at least
£31,000, Tf we deduet that amount, it will
mean that the inereased cost of operating
this year, taken on the same basis as last
vear, will be £143,000 to earn £227,000. With
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the increased eost of coal included, however,.
the additional expenditure will be £174,000,
We bave already made provision for auto-
matic increases to cadets and officers receiv--
ing up to £200 to the extent of £8,164, We-
have also provided for an increase to tem-
porary clerks from 11s. te 12s. Gd. per day
which, in the aggregate, will mean an addi-
tional outlay of £505. Then the agreement
with the loco. running staff will mean an in--
erease of £1,747, or an aggregate increase
in salaries and wages over last year of
£10,416. We know that some of the losscs
are due to the operating of railways on
which it is impossible to increase freights
and fares sufficiently to inake them pay.
They are developmental railways to assist
the establishment of important industries.
and we must accept a loss in this direction.
To make such lines pay at present is quite
impossible. Agricultural railways, or spur
lings as they are often referred to, showed
a loss last year of £81,318. The Hopetonu-
Ravensthorpe railway showed a loss of £6,523,
and the Port Hedland-Marble Bar railway a
lnss of £12,918, Thus the spur fines and other
lines not connected with the main gystem ac-
counted for u loss last year of £100,761. A
few months ago, Colonel Pope was appointed
acting Commissioner of Railways, and the
Government intend to again ask Parliament
to consider the appointment of three com-
nissioners.  When considering the applica-
tions for the position of Commissioner of
Railways at a salary of £2,500, T gained the
impression that it would be impossible to
obtain any one man who possessed all the
qnalifications required to operate sueh an ex-
tensive system and to consider and deal with
all its branches in a proper and effective
wmanner, 1 have alrcady given notice of my
intention to introduce a Bill for the appoint-
ment of three commissioners. I do mot know
whether members will agree with me, but, in
Colonel Pope, T consider we have the nearest
approach to one man who combines all the
qualifications nccessary for the proper con-
duct of the railway system. His appoint-
ment has proved better in operation than
cven I expected when I recommended to Cab-
inet that he be appointed acting Commis-
gioner, Ha is full of energy; he knows how
to approach the men employed in the service,
and the men know how to approach him.
Under his regime, greater harmony has ex-
istedl in the service than has ever been the
case. He knows how to approach the publie;
he knows when to say yes and when to say
no,

Mr. Griffiths: That was demonstrated hy
the statement he recently published in the
“\Weekly Notice.’!

The MINISTER I'OR MINES: 3o far,
Colonel Pope has unquestionably done ns
well as any of his predecessors, and my pri-
vate opinion is that we should do well to
make hiz appointment permanent. Qnuite a
number of people assume that it is possible
to introduee all sorts of economies into the
railway service and achieve bhetter Tesults
financially, but it is very necessary, in a
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country which has to depend on producing
eommodities for the world’s markets, to give
faeilities in advance of actual requirements
to enable those commodities to be produced
and placed on the world’s markets On the
recommendation of the Commissioner, I have
already expended sums of money in many
dircetions to provide these neecessary facili-
ties, The Commissioner has taken tha pro-
per view that these facilities in the first in-
stance will enable prodnetion to be carried
on at once and, although we as individuals
may suffer some inconvenienco through not
having asphalted platforms oand better ac-
commodation at e¢very station, or might have
to stand occasionally when travelling short
distances, such as between Subiace or Leed-
erville and Perth, these inconveniences must
remain pending the provision of facilities
nceessary to cmable us to produce commodi-
ties in the country and get them to the
world’s markets, T[f there is increased cost
in handling such commodities, someone has
to pay for it, either the producer or the con-
. suomer, If we can reduce the cost of hand-
ling by giving additional faoeilities, even
though their provision demande the expendi-
ture of money, it will in the long run prove
economical to do it, and the general publie
muat of necessity reap the advantage. So
we have attempted to give necessary faeili-
ties which previously were withheld hecausc
of a lack of material and the cost of provid-
ing them. During the present summer sea-
son, we hope to have better convenisnces for
the traveiling public. These will be provided
largely by speeding up our system. I do net
want to complain in the slightest of what
has been done. Frequently very unfair com-
plaints have been made against our railway
system. When we consider that many of our
engines—and the member for Geraldton will
bear me ont in this—were unserviceable ow-
ing te material being unobtainable, and that
we had to carry on as best we could without
them, and that most of the delays were due
to engine failures, it will be realised that
no one in the department could be held res-
pongible. We have had to accept that posi-
tion but, during the last few months, we
have tried to pick up somewhat in order
that, when the demand is made, we shall
be able so far as our narrow gauge will per-
mit, to specd up the service and improve it.
In addition to this, we intend te provide
greater conveniences for the poblic during
the summer, We have put on additional
dining cars and sleeping accommodation on
our main systemns between Perth and Albany
and Perth and Bunbury. One of the first
acts of the new Commissioner for Railways
was to make an inspection relative to the
very frequent complaints about the dining
ear on ihe Perth-Kalgoorlie express, and he
adopted the wise course of taking the din-
ing car off the train earlier, in order to ecut
out that Iate hour or two when most
of the damage was done. He has also
congidered the question of making the din-
ing cars serve the purpose of a tnffet in
addition to providing the ordinary meals, so
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that people who jein the trains at inter-
mediate stations might obtain fruit, confec-
tionery, rcfreshments and soft drinks, and
travel under better conditions than in the
past. These jimprovements will entail a
little outlay but they will give a good return
to the department. There will undoubtedly
be some (liscontent regarding the conditions.
under which we have let many of our rail-
way refreshment rooms, but this is a matter
which the Commissioner will consider.

Hon. P, Collier: A fair adjustment of the
rents ghould be made.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
not consulted the Commissioner of Railways,
but the altered conditions must naturally af-
feet the income from these refreshment
rooms. Thus it must reduce their powers of
paying reut, which arc fixed by tender.

Hon. P. Collier: They tender a certain
rent under certain conditions.’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The only
thing that is possible ig that the Commis-
sioner might agree to torminate the whele of
the contracts or leases of the refreshment
rooms and eall for fresh tenders. Tt would
rot be fair for the holder at present to say
he wanted this readjusted without any eom-
petition. He may, of course, express the
view that it will mean raination to him, but
as o matter of faect it means nothing of the
kind. I have heard it said that it is good
business to set up another business in op-
position to someone who has a good business
on the other side of the strect, because it is
to the good business that the publiec go and
it is thought that heing there they would also
go to the other.place. It may be that our
gystem on the railways will attraet more
people, and that the Iosses of the other peo-
ple will not be as great as they assume. It
is, however, a matter for the Commissioner to
congider in the first instance. I want it to
be understopd that while I am Minister for
Railways T am not going to take the respon-
sibility of alse being the Commissioner of
Railways. We do not pay the Commissionar
a higher salary than the Minister for the
Minister to take the responsibility. We pay
the Commissioner to attend to matters of
detail, but on ¢uestions of policy, as Min-
ister, I am prepared to take the full respon-
sibility. Matters of this kind must first of
all be submitted to the Commissioner, and
if a question of policy arises T am prepared
to make a recommendation to Cabinet and
take the responsibility. I am not aware that
the Commissioner has been approached on
the matter, but if he has T am sure he will
mete out Jjustice to those concerned. Sinece
the Fstimates were printed the Seerctary for
Railways, Mr. Rushton, has been appointed
to the position of Secretary to the London
Agency and Immigration Office. Mr. W. H.
Hope, who was previously chief clerk, hag
been appointed to Mr. Rushton’s position
with 8 commencing salary of £550. The
position of chief clerk, formerly held by Mr.
Horpe, has been abolished. One of the best
moves made by the aeting Commissioner is
that we have got away from the old red tape
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method of handing over the control of the
railways to the heads of departments, leav-
ing the Commissioner to carry the responsi-
bility purely on the advice given by the tech-
nical officers. Colonel Pope has so organised
the department that it is now in direct touch
with him. He is able to obtain direet in-
formation on tecbnical matters, all of which
he cannot be cxpected to know about him-
self, and is thus enabled to more completely
understand the position appertaining to the
different branches, He has appointed, as
outside inspeetor, Mr, Backshall, I believe
the appointmeat of Mr. Backshall will prove
of great wse to the department. He is an
exccllent oificial and already there has been
good results from that appointment, Com-
plaints have been made by the publie, but in
the past they have not been properiy dealt
with, Under the old methed a complaint
went to the head of the department, it then
went to the sub-head, and then to the fore-
man, and each individual put up his own
¢ase, [inally the matter came before the
Commissioner, and usuaily he found that no
responsibility rosted with anyonc.

Mr, Willeock: If it rested with anyone it
usually rested with the office boy.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The act-
ing ‘Commissioner has now said that he is
going to have some officer upon whom he
ean rely to make inquiries into all these
matters, someone who is not under the con-
trol of anyore else, who will give him jn.
formation regarding them. It is useless to
expect somecne who is under the control of
another official to give the Commissioner
information which might affect that official’s
position. The Commissioner has noew brought
everybody wnder his direct control, and al-
ready we havo had resvlts which have justi-
fied the ncting Commissioner’s action.

Hon. P. Collier: What salary will’ he
get¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am nof
sure, but it is below the amouwnt which re-
quires Ministerial approval

Hon. P. Collicr: That is £400 a year.

Mr., Willeock: The salary is £350.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES. There is
one matter which i3 giving us a lot of con-
cern, and that is in regard to the level
erossings in the metropolitan area. The
Railway Department take one view and the
local authorities take the opposite view. It
is a guestion as to which is the correet view.
The Railway Depertment may traverse a
street, which in itself iz of no value to them,
but is of value from the railway point of
view. The crossing, however, is of value to
the people who wish to get to the other side
with their vehieles. As the local awthority
is interested in the welfare of the people who
use these vehicles, they are entitled to pro-
tect them when they are crossing the rail-
way line. Although it i a convenience to
the department to traverse a strect, the loeal
suthority should make proper provision to
enable the general publie to eross our rail-
way system.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Wilcock: How do you get on with,
the trams?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Unfor- *
tunately, there have been o number of -acei-
dents recently, but I do not know of a single
ease in which it ¢an be fairly claimed ihat
if the people had taken ordinary care before
crosgsing the vailway, the accident could have
been avoided.

Mr, Willeock: Tt is dome all right in con-
nection with the trams.

Mr. Smith: The speed of the trains is
far in ¢xeess of that of the trams,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
all the more reason why the public should
observe greater ecaution when ¢rossing the
railway line. In many cases people driving
motor curs run uwp to a crossing at full
speed, and give themselves no chance of pull-
ling up when they reach the line if they
suddenly find that a train is approaching.
They take the risk of a train being thers,
and then find that they are too late to get
out of the way.

Mr. Willeock: They blow their horn.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A train
cannot pull up at every crossing. With re-
gard to the trams, it frequeatly happens
that two persons are quietly crossing the
street and suddenly see a tram. One of the
two rushes across to the other side and the
other stands still until the tram has passed.
When the first person has erossed the street
and taken the risk of being struck by the
tram, he quietly waits unti! the other man
has walked across, when he could have waited
on the other side of the street in the first
instapce without running any risk at all
People also frequently rush across the rail-
way line, and then stand still on the other
side watching tho train go by. It is not a
fair propesition to ask the Government to
provide ap additional £350,000 to make level -
crossinga from Wyndham down to Euela,
simply hecause the people in the melrvopoli-
tan area will not take proper care when
crossing our railway system. It is even
suggested that we should have a crossing
made every few chaing along »ur streets, or
alternatively that we should put up bridges
there,

Mr, Duff:
the line¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tn vari-
ous places in the metropolitan area we
have overhead bridges to enable adults and
children to cross the line in safety. [ could
show the hon. member a beaten. traek ncrass
the railway line within 50 yards of an over-
head bridge, thus showing how little use ia
made of the bridge.

Mr. Duft: That is not always so.

The MINISTER TOR MINES: Does the
hon. member suggest that we should erect
a bridge oppposite the gate of every man
who crosses our railway system? There are
parts of the world where the railwaya are
eleetrificd and have a third rail, and in
those parts of the world one never sees a
person erossing the railway line. By their

What about children crosging
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suggestions here members encourage the
public to cross the railway lines,

Mr., Duff: What abeut children?

The MINISTER IFOR MINES: Surely
parcnts can teach their children the proper
method of erossing a railway line,

Mr, Duff: That is a very poor argument.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
produce to the hon. member, any day he
likes, not one bub 50 places on the metro-
politan railways where people have deliber-
ately crossed the line, where they have
made openings in the fence and cut the
wires in order to get through,

Mr. Duff: You were present when those
children were in danger from a train. Those
children were drawn back by yourself and
others.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Quite
true; but how far was an overhead bridge
distant?

My, Duff: It was unot conveniently cloge.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Between
two bridges pow existing and distant not
more than a quarter of a milse from each
other, the people want another bridge
erected. '

Mr, Duff: Only a footbridge.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Are we to
build footbridges everywhere? A train
cannot pull up at every crossing, and the
people must take precautions. Most of the
recent accidents have oceurred at erossings
where there is very little trafic. I know
there are dangerous crossings, but, never-
theless, most of the recent aecidents have
oceurred ot crossings where the traffic is
very light. Does the hon. member suggest
that there shonld be a subway or an over-
head bridge at every crossing? Two
hundred thousand pounds could be spent in
providing subways and crossings om the
metropolitan railways, and still there would
be accidents. T propose to get tho Commis-
sioner of Railways to call a conference of
local authorities affected with a view fo
deciding what crossings can be closed. We
do not want so many crossings. It is absurd
of people to complaie that there is no over-
head bridge at Pier-street, while there is
onc at Beaunfort-street.

Mr. Duff; T am sorry you premised to do
something, becanse you have not done it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member does not know, Only this very
weaek the Commissioner, whom I told that
something had to be dome in regard to
Jarrad-street, arranged to shift the signal
tox at Cottesloe and put up proper gates.
The best course probably would be to put
up a light pate that could be cared for by
a returned soldier.

Mr, Duff: Have you done it 7.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
going to be done,

Mr. Duff: That is a dangerous crossing.
You gaw it yourself.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
attempting to demny that that crossing ia
dangerous, But in the case of the erossing

- under such conditions.
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at -whiech the last acecident occurred—an
accident in respect of which the Railway
Department have been subjected to con-
siderable ecriticism—there is a good view
of approaching trains. Only the other day
I had a suggestion made to me that we
should alter our time-table so as not to
have two trains passing a crossing
gimultaneously, That suggestion was made
quite seriously. The problem is not solved
by merely waving a wand, or hy merely
saying, ‘‘Put up a gate.”” Since T saw the
hon. member and the Cottesloe council I
have obtnined an estimate of the cost of
providing overhead bridges or subways
throughout the metropolitan arca. The cost
would be £300,000.

Mr. Duff: Are you going to do anything?

The MINISTER TOR MINES: T have
already told the hon. member that I am
prepared to take some action with regard
to the move dangerons crossings. But I
ask the pcople to assist me with regard to
the closing of some crossings that are not
needed. ‘

Mr. Duft: But that is very indefinite.
¥Yeu promised to do something at once.

The CHATRMAN: Tt is not permissible
for the hon. member to engage in conversa-
tion with the Minister,

The MINISTER FOR MINES; I cannot
say anything more definite than that we
will deal with the more dangerous cross-
ings. T am not going to tell the hon. mem-
ber what we are going to do, because we
have not yct decided what we are going
to de. ‘

Mr, Duff: You said you would do some-
thing before the summer set in.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 'The
whole position has to be reviewed. The
problem is one that has to be tackled, but
[ am not going to be forced into spending
money merely beeause of an agitation
which is due largely to want of foresight
and lack of ordinary precautions on the
part of the general public. I am not going
to be forced into doing something that will
land the system in more difficulties, per-
haps, than have to be faced at the present
time. I shall ask the public to rcalise their
respongibility, and I shall ask the Railway
Department to use everr reasonable pre-
caution. Frequently hon. members and the
public accept the view that the man on the
Jocomotive has been careless. Tf the man
on the locomotive were to pull up every
time he saw the possibility of a collizgion at
a erossing, there would be a lot of guestions
agked. The traffic conld not be earried on
The general publie
have a responsibility, as well as the Rail-
way Department, However, the whole
question is being considered, and when a
decision has been arrived at action will be
taken for the purpose of mwinimising the
dnnger at crossings, I submit the Estimates,’
reminding hon, members that we do not take
into account the increased cost of the de-
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partment necessitated by the award given by Repatriation'

the Arbitration Court,
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
FProgress reported.

House adjourned at 12.5 am. (Thursday.)

Aegislative Council,
Thursday, 27th November, 1319,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pai., and read prayers,

QUESTIONS (2)—REPATRIATION.
Employment in Publie Serviee.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Education: Can he inform the House when
the return, as promised by the Minister in
reply to questions asked by me on lst Octo-
ber relative to the employment of returned
soldiers in the Public Service, will be laid on
the Table of the Hounse?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
tlied: Returns from departments are now
almost complete, and it is anticipated that
the Tetorn will be placed on the Table next
weck,

Sustenanes Allowance.

Hon. J. CORNELI: asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Did the Federal Repatriation
Department approve of the following para-
graph, appearing on page 8, ‘‘Soldiers
‘Settlement CGuide,’’ 1919, issued under the
dircetion of the Hon. James Mitchell, M.L.A,,
Minister for Repatriation: —‘A sustenance
allowance will be paid by the TFederal de-
partment for six morths pending productivity
of land, the amount heing 20s. per week for
#ingle men, 30a. per week for married men,
and 2s, 6d. for each child mnot exceeding
four”” ¢ 2, Is it o fact that the Federal

[COUNCILL.]

Act and its regulations
clearly set out that any sustenance granted
pending the produetivity of land 19
granted only in necessitous cases ¥ 3,
Is it a faet that the Discharged Sol-
diers’ Settlement Board, azeting with the
authority of the Minister c¢ontrolling the
board, determines—(2) what are or what
are not nccessitous cases; (b) the produc-
tivity or otherwise of Jand granted to dis-
charged soldiers under the Discharged Sol-
diers’ Settlement A¢t; and upon such deter-
mination recommends the Federal Re-
patriation Department teo grant suosten-
ance within a prescribed period ¥ 4,
Has any recomniendation made by the
Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement Board
for the granting of sustenance pend-
ing productivity of land granted to dis-
charged soldiers been refused by the Federal
Repatriation Department?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes, this being the arrangement en-
tered into by the Federal Repatriation De-
portment. 2, Yes. 3, (a) Yes; (b} Yes.
4, No.

MOTION—STATE TRADING
CONCERNS, CONTROL.,

Hon. A, SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.34]: I move—

That in the opinion of this House, and
in aceordanee with the recommendation of
the Pnblic Serviee Commissioner, all State
trading concerns shonld be placed under
a gencral manager or board responsible
dircet to the Treasury.

I do not propose to go into the very import-
ant principle of State trading concerns. I
take it that the system is established and,
pince it is established, I wish to sce the
shareholders of these ventures dealt with as
shareholders are dealt with in an ordinary
buinesss affair. One of the first steps that
will put the State trading concerns on a
sound footing is to carry out the recom-
mendation of the Public Service Commis-
gioner in his report for 1918 as follows:—
State Trading Concerns. The sawmills,
brick works, implement and engineering
works and Boyup quarry are controlled by
the Public Works Department. The steam-
ship service, ferries, and hotels by the
Colonial Secretary’s Department, while the
Wyndham Meat Works, refrigerating
works and butter and bacon factories are
wnider the Agrienltural Department. In
making my departmental inspeetion I was
muech impressed with what secmed to me
the necessity for bringing all trading con-
cerng under one control, and T came to the
conclusion that the interests of the State
would be best served either by placing the
whole of these undertakings uwnder a gen-
eral manager or an independent board of
business men, the general manager or
board ta be resnansible direct to the Treas-
ury and have the management of the vari-



